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As one of  the Talent 
Development Secondary 9th 
grade interventions, 
Accelerating Literacy For 
Adolescents (ALFA), was 
created to empower 
students to build and 
strengthen the literacy skills 
necessary for them to 
become successful, life-long 
readers and writers. 9

Student engagement and motivation

Guiding Principles

Explicit instruction of  reading 
comprehension strategies

Small teams rotate through learning stations 
that motivate students to apply specific skills

Ongoing assessment to closely 
monitor student progress

Build technological literacy 
through use of  computers

Small group instruction 
in guided reading
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Text: Big Cats Selection Title: “The Ghost and the Darkness” Pages: 28-31

M A I N  S TAT I O N  

“The Ghost and the Darkness” Guide Sheet

Introducing the Selection: Background Knowledge
Ask students what they remember about “The Man-Eaters of Tsavo.” List details

given on chart paper. Tell students that they will read a second selection about

the incidents in Kenya. Have them turn to “The Ghost and the Darkness” in Big
Cats. Ask students to predict what this title might mean when considering what

they know happened in Kenya. Have them page through the article and discuss

the headline and dateline. Discuss where these appear in a news article. If

possible, bring a current newspaper and allow students to identify these lines in 

articles.

Weighty Words
Post and review the following words as a pre-reading activity. Pronounce each

word and have the group repeat each one after you.  Ask students to select

words they know and tell you what they mean. Then read or state each word in

context from the text. Provide a dictionary definition or a student-friendly

definition. To give students a chance to orally rehearse the new vocabulary, ask

them to turn to a partner and use the word in a meaningful sentence.

 bomas p. 30  platform p. 31 bait p. 31 prey p. 30

 surrounding p. 30 manes p. 29  blazing p. 30

Using the words as additional clues, have the student make new predictions

concerning the selection. Ask:

• Has your prediction changed after sampling words from the selection?

• Have these words given you clues regarding the title of this story?

Tell students they will read the article and compare it to “The Man-Eaters of

Tsavo.” Read paragraph one aloud. Ask: 

• Is this what you believe about lions?

• Did you read anything in “The Man-Eaters of Tsavo” that proves any of

these beliefs are false? If so, which ones? (All three were shown to be

false.)

Read paragraph # 2 aloud. Ask students if this information is the same as the

information in “The Man-Eaters of Tsavo.” Have copies of that text available for

them to check if necessary.

Daily Launch 

Feisty Felines 
Teaser Trailer Suggestions 

Photos: 
Microsoft Clipart (or Clipart Online) is full of free images. Search for “tiger” rather than

“Sumatran tiger”
The Chicago Field Museum Tsavo Lion exhibit includes photos: 

http://www.fieldmuseum.org/exhibits/exhibit_sites/tsavo/default.htm
www.sumatran-tigers.com 
www.forevertigers.com

Maps: 
Sumatra is in Indonesia: 

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asia/indonesia_rel98.jpg
Tsavo National Park straddles SE Kenya/NE Tanzania today. An interactive map of the 

area can be found here: http://www.blissites.com/kenya/map.html
www.vidiani.com
www.cnn.com
www.lonelyplanet.com 
www.nationalgeographic.com

Background Information/Articles:
Patterson eventually donated the skins of the beasts (26 years later) to the Chicago Field 

Museum, which is now the home of the Tsavo Lion exhibit. Their website is rich 
with information, images and continuing research.
http://www.fieldmuseum.org/exhibits/exhibit_sites/tsavo/default.htm

All about Tsavo National Park:
http://library.thinkquest.org/16645/national_parks/ke_tenp.shtml

All about Sumatra:
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/destinations/south_east_asia/sumatra/index.htm 

Why Tsavo lions are maneless: 
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2002/04/0412_020412_TVtsavolions.ht
ml

Hannah Lynn Goorsky was awarded a Carnegie Medal for Extraordinary Heroism. 
http://www.carnegiehero.org/pdfs/sep04NR_1.pdf 

Daily 
Launch

Name_____________________________ Date___________ 
Sumatran Tiger Fact Sheet 
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Physical description: :Geographic range: Behavior:

Habitat:

Hunting method: Reproduction and breeding:
Diet:

WebQuest 

Text: Danger Zone (The Outer Edge Series)  Selection Title: “When Wild Animals Go Wild” Pages: 30-37
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Wordology Activity # 2: Vocabulary Scramble Key

1. What do you call it when someone works without pay?
lotreevunnig V O L U N T E E R I N G

2. The opposite of being captured is to _________.

pecsae E S C A P E 

3. These emergency workers are sometimes called “first responders.”

urcees R E S C U E 
udqas S Q U A D

4. This tool is usually used in gardening, not fighting!

hsovle S H O V E L

5. This word means “to jump, spring, or leap.”

ocpeun P O U N C E

6. If a species of animals no longer lives on Earth, it is _______________________.

tnxcite E X T I N C T

R E L O B D I L C X W 

S WWWW    OOOO    RRRR    DDDD    OOOO    LLLL    OOOO    GGGG    YYYY    R 

I H P G D A L P O B F 

Name ______________________

  Date ______________________

Following DAILY LAUNCH, students work in small 
groups, rotating through several “satellite” stations, 
where they work individually and/or collaboratively 
to apply comprehension skills, word knowledge, and 
writing skills.

WHOLE GROUP 
INSTRUCTION

DAILY LAUNCH Objectives:
✦Establish the purpose for the 

day’s activities 

✦Provide directions and/or 
relevant background 
information

During MAIN STATION, the teacher guides 
students into, through, and beyond reading 
selections from the core text.

✦Teacher models strategies

✦Activates background 
knowledge

✦ Introduce key vocabulary (weighty words)

✦Models use of  learning tools such as 
graphic organizers

Comprehension        Connection

During COMPREHENSION CONNECTION, 
students engage in activities that require them to construct 
and apply knowledge.

✦Read and respond to text-based 
questions

✦Use graphic organizers

✦Organize text 
information

✦Specific writing tasks

During WORDOLOGY, students engage in 
“hands-on” activities that increase and 
reinforce their knowledge of  age appropriate 
vocabulary.

✦ Identify word parts, 
word meaning

✦Examine vocabulary in 
context

✦Fun, “hands-on” 
games to 
reinforce word 
recall and 
meaning

During MEDIA STATION, 
students engage in tasks that 
require them to integrate 
literacy skills (listening, 
reading, writing, viewing).

Media 

Station

✦Read and respond to text-based 
questions

✦Use graphic organizers ✦Engage students with 
technology; web-quests, 
research, online tools

Talent Development Secondary 
Johns Hopkins University 
2701 N Charles Street, Suite 300 
Baltimore, MD 21218
P: 410.516.8800          F: 410.516.8890

Strategy
Navigator

The Strategy 
Navigator guides 
and supports 
students in 
applying strategies 
throughout the 
reading process: When Previewing

When Checking and Connecting

When Scoping Words and Phrases

When Code Cracking

When Reflecting

www.tdschools.org
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