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Discussion Guide #1
Chapters 1 - 5 (pages 1-39)
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Vocabulary List A
*distraught (p. 4)
*ironic (p. 2)
soothed (p. 9)
palpable (p. 3)
*intrigued (adj., p. 1)

*ritual (p. 5)
transgression (p. 9)
*aptitude (p. 15)
navigational (p. 2)
*apprehensive (p. 4)

hatchery (p. 4)
*disposition (p. 7)
supplementary (p. 7)
prominent (p. 8)

The Writer’s Craft

Expos ition and Flas hback

In the first part of a story, the exposition, the author sets
the scene. We learn about the characters and the setting –
the time and place in which the action occurs. We learn
some of the background of the story. We might begin to
suspect what problems the characters will have to face – in
other words, the story’s conflict.

Often, the writer may use flashbacks to do this. Flashbacks
are descriptions of events that occurred before the beginning of the story itself. The writer can bring these up
through a character’s memories, or through conversations
or dreams. When you read a story containing flashbacks,
make sure you know which events are taking place at the
time of the story, and which ones took place earlier.
As you read this section of The Giver, see how much you
can learn about Jonas, his family, and his friends. Also see
how much you can learn about Jonas’ community (the setting of the story). Where do you think the conflict in the
story might come from?
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D I S C U S S I O N Q U E S T I O N S A N D AC T I V I T I E S
Section I. Read chapters 1 and 2 (pages 1-19). Discuss the answers to the questions with a
classmate. Then write your answers independently.

D

1. Describe the setting (time and place) in which this story occurs. Why do you think the incident with the unidentified plane is so frightening to Jonas?
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2. Although Jonas and Asher are good friends, their personalities are very different. In the

Venn diagram below, list some similarities and differences between Jonas and Asher.
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3. List several rules that the people in Jonas’ community must obey.
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4. What are some of the rituals in Jonas’ community? What is their purpose?
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5. What job does Jonas’ father have? Why did he break a rule at his job?
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6. List the different reasons that can lead to someone being “released.” What is the same
in all cases? What is different, depending on the circumstances? What do you think the
term “released” really means?

M a ke A
P red ic t io n :

What job do you think
Jonas might be assigned at the Ceremony of Twelve?
What about Asher?
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Vocabulary List B
nondescript (p. 24)
*glared (p. 20)
lurk (p. 21)
*bewildered (adj., p.
23)
mystified (p. 24)
reflective (p. 25)

hovered (p. 25)
hasten (p. 27)
regulated (p. 26)
serene (p. 29)
murky (p. 36)
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*hoarded (p. 23)
*gravitating (p. 26)
rarity (p. 21)
tabulated (p. 28)
chortled (p. 33)
*infraction (p. 34)
chastise (p. 20)

D I S C U S S I O N Q U E S T I O N S A N D AC T I V I T I E S

Section II. Read chapters 3-5 (pages 20-39). Discuss the answers to the questions with a
classmate. Then write your answers independently.

1. How does Lily’s mother react when Lily says she would like to be a Birthmother? Why?
What is different about the way children are born and cared for in this community?
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2. How are people corrected for minor infractions in Jonas’ community? Why was Jonas corrected (page 23)? Why had Jonas taken the apple home?
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3. Why does Jonas look forward to doing volunteer hours so much? Why does he like to
work in the House of the Old?
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4. Why has Jonas never talked with his friend Benjamin about his successful work in the
Rehabilitation Center? Why do you think the community has a rule against bragging? How
is this similar to the rule about “rudeness” that Lily broke by mentioning Jonas’ unusual
eyes (page 20)?
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5. What are Stirrings? How does the community respond to them? How does this relate to
the rule about nakedness (page 30)?
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6. The author of The Giver uses unusual words to describe family and social relationships and
everyday objects. Some of our terms for these relationships and objects are listed in the Tchart below. For each term listed in the left column, give the term used in Jonas’ society in
the right column. How do these terms affect the mood or feeling the story gives us?

D

Our Terms
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baby

Jonas’ Community’s Terms

boy

family

husband or wife
friends
home

bedroom

M a ke A
P red ic t io n :

Will Jonas’ Stirrings
return? Does Jonas
want them to return?
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Literature-Related Writing

2. If someone were to tell about your life during your Ceremony of
Release, what would he or she say? Write the speech that
would be given describing your youth, adulthood, career, and
family life.
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1. Write a letter to the Committee of Elders requesting that the
bicycle riding age rule be changed. Give your reasons.

Extension Activities

1. Obtain a recommended reading list from your school, or a listing
of movies currently showing in your area. From what you know
about Jonas’ community, which of these books or movies would
be allowed? Would these things be allowed at all? Explain your
conclusions to your class.
2. Use the descriptions provided in the book to draw a picture or
make a map of Jonas’ community.

3. Using the information you have been given in the story, can you
guess approximately how many people live in Jonas’ community? There are fifty newchildren born each year into Jonas’
community. Each family is allowed only two children, and not
all adults have children. Also, there are people living in the
House of the Old.
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