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To Kill a Mockingbird

Chapters 1- 8
Vocabulary List A
apparel
unsullied
tyrannical
quaint
*malevolent
*immune
mortification
*erratic
flinty
diminutive
monosyllabic
judiciously
auspicious
*melancholy

piety
imprudent
alleged (adj.)
morbid
*illicitly
speculation
tranquility
contentious
*dispersed
fractious
concessions
arbitrated
ethical
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assuaged
strictures
impotent
vapid
mutilated (v.)
nebulous
sentimentality
dispensation
iniquities
condescension
*refraining
*amiable
disapprobation
abominable

Glossary of Starred Words
malevolent
illicitly
immune
erratic
dispersed
refraining
amiable
melancholy

having evil intentions
illegally
not influenced by; protected against
not normal or regular
scattered; sent off in various directions
holding back; stopping
friendly; good-natured
sad; depressing

Sample Meaningful Sentences for Starred Words

1. Anna was kind to her visiting cousins, but her malevolent brother plotted ways to get them into
trouble.

2. Everyone thought the businessman was a law-abiding citizen until it was discovered that he had been
getting money illicitly from several companies.
3. Everyone was bundled against the bitter cold with heavy coats and scarves, but Bryan, who seemed
immune to the weather, looked comfortable in a light jacket.

4. The man began walking in an erratic manner, swaying from side to side and almost stumbling with
each step.
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5. After the quarterback called everyone into the huddle to discuss the play, he dispersed the players to
their positions on the field.
6. Stephanie was refraining from telling Claire what she really thought about her new dress because
she knew her opinion would make Claire angry.
7. Mr. Adams is popular with the students because he is always amiable and greets everyone with a
smile.

D

8. Though Diana had walked into the movie theater in a cheerful mood, she left feeling melancholy
because the film had been so depressing.
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Special Glossary

Andrew Jackson

the 7th president of the United States who led a campaign against the
Creek and Seminole Indians in the early 1800s.

Battle of Hastings

a battle for the conquest of England in 1066

apothecary
Cornwall
John Wesley

(old-fashioned) a druggist
a county in England
an leader of the Methodist church in England in the 1700s

spittoon

(old-fashioned) a container for spitting, especially used by people who
chew tobacco

Code of Alabama

book containing the laws of Alabama

Merlin

a wizard in the legend of King Arthur

veranda

a porch

corsets

(old-fashioned) tight-fitting undergarments for women that were tied
around their abdomens to make them look slimmer

flivver
beadle

(old-fashioned slang) a small inexpensive car
(old-fashioned) an officer of the court

asylum

an institution for the care of the mentally-ill

Dewey Decimal
System

a system developed in the late 1800s for classifying library books; Jem
mistakenly identifies this as the new kind of education being introduced
into the school system. The educational reformer at this time was John
Dewey, who emphasized critical thinking skills and real-life experiences
over memorization skills.

hain’t

(slang) a ghost

cootie

Indian-heads

(slang) lice

pennies coined in the U.S. between 1859 and 1909 that featured an
Indian-head design
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scuppernong

a golden-green grape that grows in the southern United States

Gothic

eerie; creepy; mysterious

probate judge

a judge who presides over cases involving wills and estates

Writer’s Craft
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Point of View
To Kill a Mockingbird is written in a first person point of view. This allows you to know the innermost
thoughts and desires of Scout Finch, the character telling the story. Other characters’ thoughts can only
be guessed at by observing their actions and their dialogue. As you read the first few chapters of the
novel, note Scout’s age when she experienced the events in the novel. How does her age affect how she
views these events? How old is Scout as she recounts the story to you, the reader?

Euphemism
A euphemism is an expression that replaces a harsh or offensive word or phrase. Here are two examples:
1) A “garbage man” becomes a “sanitation engineer.” 2) “Many soldiers killed in battle” is replaced
with “heavy casualties.”
People like to avoid unpleasant situations and do not like to make other people feel uncomfortable.
Euphemisms make harsh or offensive things sound less harsh, even agreeable and pleasant. Watch for
euphemisms in chapter one of To Kill a Mockingbird. Notice how the euphemisms affect the story’s
tone.

Team Practice: Chapters 1- 4

Section I: Read chapters 1 through 4. Discuss the following questions and activities with your partner or
team. Write your answers, while your partner answers separately. Feel free to use your book to locate
facts and to complete responses.

1. How old is Scout Finch as she tells the story to you, the reader? Does she tell the story from her
point of view as a child, as an adult, or both? Cite examples from the text to support your
answer.
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2. How are the townspeople different from the country people in Maycomb? How long do you
think these differences between the town and country people have existed? Why is a person’s
family name so important?
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3. Author Harper Lee uses Scout’s school experience to criticize aspects of the public school
system. What does the author criticize about it? Why do you think she includes these criticisms
in her novel?

4. Using the Characterization handout that your teacher provides, write words or phrases in each
of the callouts that others character might use to describe Scout.
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5. In what way does the Radley home play a central role at the start of the novel? Do you think
the home will continue to be an important part of the story? Why or why not?
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6. Atticus tells Scout that “you never really understand a person until you consider things from
his point of view.” Identify at least two people with whom Scout has already clashed because of
her inability to understand their points of view. Speculate how Scout might change regarding
this weakness.
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Vocabulary List B
benign
magisterial
*benevolence
*inquisitive
edification
*rigid
unfathomable
meteorological
*libel

D

aloof
arbor
cordiality
*placidly
asinine
ramshackle
palate
accosted
perpetrated

*tacit
pestilence
*morbid
*civil
prowess
desolate
aberrations
procured
caricature
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Glossary of Starred Words
tacit
benevolence
morbid
placidly
inquisitive
civil
rigid
libel

not openly expressed, but clearly understood; implied
goodwill; kindness; generosity
horrible; gruesome
calmly; peacefully
questioning; curious
polite; well-mannered; courteous
stiff; unbending
anything (words, image, object, etc.) displayed for the
purpose of injuring a person’s reputation

Sample Meaningful Sentences for Starred Words

1. Although Greg had never talked with his sister Paula about how to divide the chores, they had a tacit
agreement that he would vacuum the carpets each week and she would wash the laundry.
2. The Waterfields contributed to most of the charities in town, so their benevolence was known
throughout the community.

3. When Miss Learner heard that two trains had crashed, she didn’t want to know the morbid details
about how many people died and how terrible their injuries were.
4. Mrs. Turner was surprised by how placidly the morning had gone because she had expected her
children to be loud and noisy, but they had played quietly instead.

5. Although Mrs. Sand got tired of answering her children’s many questions, she was glad they were
inquisitive because it showed that they were eager to learn.
6. Mr. Grossman warned the children to be civil as they visited the museum, not touching the art
displays or running and shouting in the building.

7. As the cat began to stalk the mouse, it turned rigid like a statue, too frightened to make a movement.
8. Mrs. Lane accused Nicola of committing libel when she put a cartoon in the school newspaper that
clearly made fun of an unpopular teacher.
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Special Glossary
a fast-growing, hairy vine

lattice-work

a criss-crossed pattern

Rosetta Stone

an ancient stone discovered in Egypt in 1799; the stone’s writing
made it possible for experts to interpret an ancient Egyptian
writing form called hieroglyphics; Mr. Avery falsely tells Scout
that the stone contains a moral code that tells what happens when
children act badly.

D

kudzu

Appomattox

Virginia Courthouse where, in 1865, the Confederate Army
surrendered to the Union to end America’s Civil War
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Scout’s comic mispronunciation of the word “hermaphrodite”
which refers to a person or animal that has both female and male
sexual organs

o

“morphodite”

Writer’s Craft

Unreliable narrator
To Kill a Mockingbird is a first person narrative, a story told from a particular character’s point of view.
In this case, it is eight-year-old Scout Finch who tells the reader about the characters and events in the
story. It is possible for the narrator in a first person narrative to be an unreliable narrator. This means
that the narrator does not describe things or people exactly as they are. It doesn’t mean the narrator is
lying; it means that the narrator doesn’t perfectly understand the events or people herself. Have you
sensed at any time in the story that Scout’s description of another character or event might not be exactly
right? If so, why did you think this? In the following chapters, try to identify people or situations that
you understand better than Scout, who is telling the story.
Allusion
An allusion is a brief reference to a work of art, such as a book, poem, song, etc., or to a famous place,
person, or event. It allows a writer to say much with only a few words. For example, a writer might say,
“Gracie’s Romeo took her out to lunch this afternoon.” What does this mean? Romeo is the romantic
figure in Shakespeare’s famous play “Romeo and Juliet.” “Gracie’s Romeo” is the person with whom
Gracie has a romantic relationship. You cannot understand this allusion unless you know who Romeo is.
Harper Lee includes many allusions in To Kill a Mockingbird. You have already read a few. For
example, in chapter 1, Dill is compared to Merlin, a legendary wizard, because “his head teemed with
eccentric plans, strange longings, and quaint fancies.” Watch for more allusions as you continue reading
the novel.

Alliteration
Alliteration is the repetition of a first consonant sound, as in “rough and ready,” “slowing slipping,” and
“Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.” There are many examples of alliteration in To Kill a
Mockingbird. Here are several from chapter 1: “…he was Maycomb County born and bred”; “…a black
dog suffered on a summer’s day; bony mules hitched to Hoover carts flicked flies in the sweltering
shade of the live oaks on the square”; and, “Dill reduced Dracula to dust.” Try to identify more
allusions as you continue reading.
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Team Practice: Chapters 5-8
Section II: Read chapters 5 through 8. Discuss the following questions and activities with your partner
or team. Write your answers, while your partner answers separately. Feel free to use your book to locate
facts and to complete responses.
1. Using the Miss Maudie’s Characterization handout that your teacher provides, write words or
phrases that describe Miss Maudie’s characteristics. Then describe her relationship with
Scout, Jem, and Atticus.
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2. Identify at least two scenes in these chapters where you, the reader, understand more about a
situation than Scout, the narrator. How does Scout’s unreliable narration affect the story? In
other words, how would the story be different if Scout understood everything she explains?
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3. How have the childrens’ perceptions of Arthur “Boo” Radley changed? Why have they
changed?
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4. Why does Mr. Nathan Radley fill in the knot-hole with cement? How does Jem react to this?
Why?

Literature-Related Writing

Literature-related writing activities may be completed in class or assigned as homework.
A. A legend is a story that has been handed down from the past that many people believe to be true,
even though it cannot be proven. A legend developed around the Radley home in Maycomb. Write a
legend about a person or place in your community.

B. Would you enjoy living in a town like Maycomb? Why or why not? Write your answer in a personal
reflection of a paragraph or two.
C. In Chapter 4, Scout tells what summer means to her. For example, summer is “sleeping on the back
screened porch in cots” and “everything good to eat.” Write a poem about what summer is to you by
create at least five endings to the phrase “Summer is…”

Extension Activities

Extension activities may be completed in class or assigned as homework.
A. Draw a picture of the “tired, old town” of Maycomb.
B. The Finch children enjoyed acting out scenes from books they had read. With the help of a few
classmates, act out a scene from one of your favorite books.
C. Find out more about the Great Depression and how it affected life in small rural towns like
Maycomb. Tell your classmates what you learn.
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