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Vocabulary List A

Glossary of Starred Words
intrigued curious; very interested

ironic mocking; sarcastic

apprehensive nervous; troubled; worried

distraught very upset or troubled; frantic

defiant rebellious; showing opposition; disobedient

supplementary additional; providing the extra that is needed

prominent having a position of great status and recognition

aptitude a natural ability or talent

Sample Meaningful Sentences for Starred Words
1. Maria has spent hours looking through her library book because she is intrigued that the insect world

includes so many different and unusual creatures.

2. “So, Sherman, did you get your beauty sleep this morning?” the teacher asked in an ironic tone, as she

handed him a detention slip for being late the third time that week.

3. I was excited about taking karate lessons, but also a little apprehensive because I didn’t know whether

or not I would do well.

4. Mom was very distraught when she lost her bus pass because she had no money to buy another one,

and she needed it to go to work.

5. When the teacher told her students to sit, Jim was defiant and stood up instead.

6. Since the math textbook did not provide students with enough word problems, Mrs. Sharpton always

assigned supplementary ones from another book she had.

7. Everyone recognized Mr. Jackson when he walked into the classroom because he was a prominent

politician who was always on talk radio and in the news, and the students were honored that he would

visit them.

8. Jorge has a great deal of musical aptitude, but he needs to study and practice his instrument in order

to turn all that natural talent into real skill.

sleek (p. 1)

*intrigued (p. 1)

squat (p. 1)

*ironic (p. 2)

palpable (p. 3)

*apprehensive (p. 4)

*distraught (p. 4)

ritual (p. 5)

*defiant (p. 5)

disposition (p. 7)

*supplementary (p. 7)

essential (p. 8)

capacity (p. 8)

*prominent (p. 8)

transgression (p. 9)

confided (p. 12)

adherence (p. 12)

*aptitude (p. 15)

Before Reading: Chapters 1-5
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Writer’s Craft
Exposition

In the first part of a story, the exposition, the author sets the scene. We learn about the characters and the

setting – the time and place in which the action occurs. We learn some of the background of the story.

We might begin to suspect what problems the characters will have to face – in other words, the story’s

conflict. 

Flashbacks

A writer may use flashbacks to develop the exposition. Flashbacks are descriptions of events that occurred

before the beginning of the story itself. The writer can bring these up through a character’s memories,

or through conversations or dreams. When you read a story containing flashbacks, make sure you know

which events are taking place at the time of the story, and which ones took place earlier.

As you read this section of The Giver, see how much you can learn about Jonas, his family, and his

friends. Also see how much you can learn about Jonas’ community (the setting of the story). Where do

you think the conflict in the story might come from? 

Team Practice: Chapters 1 through 2
Section I: Read chapters 1 and 2. Discuss the following questions and activities with your partner or team.

Write your answers, while your partner answers separately. Feel free to use your book to locate facts and

to complete responses.

1. Describe the setting (time and place) in which this story occurs. Why do you think the incident

with the unidentified plane is so frightening to Jonas?  

2. Although Jonas and Asher are good friends, their personalities are very different. In the Venn

diagram below, list some similarities and differences between Jonas and Asher. 

Before Reading: Chapters 1-5

AsherJonas Both



Before ReadingDuring Reading: Chapters 1-5
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3. Describe several rules that the people in Jonas’ community must obey.  

4. What are some of the rituals in Jonas’ community? What is their purpose?  

5. What job does Jonas’ father have?  Why did he break a rule at his job? 

6. List the different reasons that can lead to someone being “released.” What is the same in all

cases? What is different, depending on the circumstances? What do you think the term “released”

really means? 
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During Reading: Chapters 1-5

Vocabulary List B

Glossary of Starred Words
glared looked at angrily

chastise to scold; to punish

hoarded saved in a safe place; kept in reserve

remorse a deep feeling of guilt and sorrow about a wrong one has committed

bewildered very confused

gravitating being attracted to; tending to move toward

infraction the breaking of a rule or law

vague not clear; uncertain

Sample Meaningful Sentences for Starred Words
1. I glared at the bullies as they walked away with my lunch money, my eyes blazing with helpless anger

and frustration.

2. Mrs. Hoover decided to chastise her disobedient son by making him sit quietly in the house while her

other children were allowed to run and play outside.

3. Jonathan hoarded his candy in a small bag in his dresser drawer to keep it away from his little sisters.

4. Randall felt such remorse over the money he had stolen from Gerard that he promised to pay it back

and do whatever else was necessary to be forgiven and to restore their friendship.

5. Mr. Dieter was completely bewildered by Sharnae’s angry outburst because he thought she was happy

with her job and he didn’t understand what had gone wrong.

6. As the afternoon wore on, the children began gravitating toward the snack bar, drawn to its delights

like bees to a honeycomb.  

7. Mrs. Saunders just gave John a warning the first time he disrupted the class, but at the second infraction

she moved his desk and gave him a note to take home to his parents.

8. Because Keanya’s driving instructions were vague, no one was really sure how to get to her house and

everyone got lost.

*glared (p. 20)

*chastise (p. 20)

rarity (p. 21)

petulantly (p. 22)

reluctantly (p. 22)

*hoarded (p. 32)

*remorse (p. 23)

*bewildered (adj., p. 23)

nondescript (p. 24)

hovered (p. 25)

reflective (p. 25)

*gravitating (p. 26)

tabulated (p. 28)

vividly (p. 34)

disquieting (p. 34)

invariably (p 26)

*infraction (p. 34)

*vague (p. 36)



During Reading: Chapters 1-5
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Writer’s Craft
Language

The way something is expressed in language can emotionally affect those who hear or read it. How did

you react when you read that Lily calls her stuffed animal a “comfort object”? Why did you feel this way?

Author Lois Lowry has changed commonly used labels or terms to ones that we are not used to hearing

or using. What other unusual terms have you noticed? Watch for others as you continue reading. Why

do you think Lowry has changed these common terms?

Team Practice: Chapters 3 through 5
Section II: Read chapters 3 through 5. Discuss the following questions and activities with your partner or

team. Write your answers, while your partner answers separately. Feel free to use your book to locate facts

and to complete responses.

1. How does Lily’s mother react when Lily says she would like to be a Birthmother? Why? What is

different about the way children are born and cared for in this community? 

2. How are people corrected for minor infractions in Jonas’ community? Why was Jonas corrected

(p. 23)? Why had Jonas taken the apple home? 

3. Why does Jonas look forward to doing volunteer hours so much? Why does he like to work in

the House of the Old?  

4. Why has Jonas never talked with his friend Benjamin about his successful work in the

Rehabilitation Center? Why do you think the community has a rule against bragging? How is this

similar to the rule about rudeness that Lily broke by mentioning Jonas’ unusual eyes (p. 20)? 
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5. What are Stirrings? How does the community respond to them? How does this relate to the rule

about nakedness (p. 30)? 

6. The author of The Giver uses unusual words to describe family and social relationships and

everyday objects. Some of our terms for these relationships and objects are listed in the chart

below. For each term listed in the left column, give the term used in Jonas’ community in the

right column. How do these terms affect the mood or feeling the story gives us? 

During Reading: Chapters 1-5

The Terms We Use The Terms Jonas’ Community Uses

baby

boy

family

husband or wife

friends

home

bedroom

career



During Reading: Chapters 1-5
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Literature-Related Writing
Literature-related writing activities may be completed in class or assigned as homework. 

A. If the Committee of Elders in Jonas’ community visited your school, what things would they want to

change? Create a list of ten important rules you think they would want to enforce in your school.

Present the list to your classmates and explain why you think the elders would create these rules.

B. Write a letter to the Committee of Elders requesting that they change the bicycle riding age rule. Give 

C. If someone were to tell about your life during the Ceremony of Release, what would he or she say?

Write the speech that would be given to describe your youth, adulthood, career, and family life.

Extension Activities
Extension activities may be completed in class or assigned as homework.

A. Obtain a recommended reading list from your school, or a listing of movies currently showing in your

area. From what you know about Jonas’ community, which of these books or movies would be

allowed? Would these things be allowed at all? Explain your conclusions to your class.

B. Use the descriptions provided in the book to draw a picture or make a map of Jonas’ community.  
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