
28 sheet layout_Layout 1  4/2/2014  4:08 PM  Page 1

CENTER FOR SOCIAL ORGANIZATION OF SCHOOLS

Talent Development Secondary  ▪  2701 North Charles Street  ▪  Suite 300  ▪  Baltimore, MD 21218

www.TalentDevelopmentSecondary.com

Title
by Author/Editor Name(s)

Student Discussion Guide

Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl



S t u d e n t

D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E

By Salimah Perkins,
Maria Garriott,

and Ann Maouyo

t o

Anne Frank:
The Diary of a Young Girl
Bantam Books, 1993

Talent Development Secondary 
Center for the Social Organization of Schools

Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore



© 2014 by The Johns Hopkins University, All Rights Reserved

These materials were developed by the Talent Development Secondary Program of 

The Center for Social Organization of Schools

Reproductions without permission are prohibited.

Cover photo: http://pixabay.com/en/anne-frank-museum-amsterdam-holland-266949/



STUDENT GUIDE
Diary Entries dated 14 June, 1942 to 7 November, 1942    Pages 1 - 46

1

Talent Development Secondary Program

Vocabulary List A

peonies (p. 1)
brooch (p. 1)
*melancholy (adj., p.
2)
albeit (p. 3)
*emigrated (p. 3)
capitulation (p. 4)
succession (p. 4)
partial to (p. 5)
scrounging (p. 5)
*ardent (p. 5)
blithely (p. 5)

speculation (p. 6)
pondered (p. 6)
*allotted (p. 7)
inventiveness (p. 7)
*absurd (p. 7)
laughingstock (p. 7)
stimulant (p. 9)
fanatic (p. 10)
beau (p. 11)
cheeky (p. 12)
superfluous (p. 12)
accord (n., p. 12)

somber (p. 13)
veranda (p. 13)
stifled (p. 15)
helter-skelter (p. 15)
gaudy (p. 16)
annex (p. 18)
rubbish (p. 19)
rations (p. 19)
loathe (p. 20)
codeine (p. 21)
prospect (n., p. 21)

Discussion Guide #1
Diary Entries dated 14 June, 1942 to 7 November, 1942
(pages 1 - 46)

Special Glossary

Rin-Tin-Tin - a German shepherd dog popular in 1920s and 30s
movies

unbosomings - secrets and feelings told to others

Hitler - Nazi dictator of Germany from 1933 to 1945

pogroms - organized persecutions of minority groups, particularly
Jews in Eastern Europe

trams - (British) streetcars

satchel - bookbag

florin - a coin (about twenty-eight cents)
shank's mare - (slang) on foot; walking

frock - a dress

Zionists - a movement promoting the return of Jews to Israel as
their homeland

continued...

SAMPLE 

Do Not Duplicate
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vix satis - (Latin) satisfactory; barely passing: a mark on Anne's re-
port card

cum laude - (Latin) “with praise”: used to designate honors stu-
dents

S.S. - the special military police of the Nazi party

chattels - personal property

scullery - a small clean-up room attached to a kitchen

blackout - widespread use of window blinds to prevent light from
showing building locations at night

The Writer ’s  Craf t  

The Publ ished Diar y

The published diary has been a very popular format for au-
tobiographies, especially in the last ten years.  The idea be-
hind publishing a diary is that it serves as an accurate
perception of historical events that took place during the
writer's life and is a reliable personalized record that will
appeal to the public in a way that a more technical, purely
factual text will not. When one makes the decision to keep
a journal, it is not usually with the thought of publication in
mind, so the writing is fresh and honest in a way that it
might not be if one were writing with an audience in mind.

Reading someone's diary is like having a conversation with
his or her heart, mind, and soul.  A person's perspective,
memories, and thoughts are precious and usually kept pri-
vate. Good old-fashioned curiosity guarantees that people
will always buy published diaries. Diaries are written from
the first person point of view. This means the events are
told using personal pronouns like “I” or “me,” and the nar-
rator knows only his or her own perceptions, thoughts, and
motivations.

continued...

SAMPLE 

Do Not Duplicate
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In this case, Anne's diary was published after her death by
her father, who did so as a tribute to her memory and in ful-
fillment of her dream of being an important writer some-
day.  Anne Frank's life was cut short, but the publication of
her diary ensures that she will not soon be forgotten. Her
words are also a painful, piercing reminder of the damage
hatred and ignorance can do.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES

Section I. Read pages 1-21  (Sunday, 14 June, 1942 through Saturday, 11 July, 1942).  Discuss
answers to the following questions with a classmate, then write your answers independently.

1. Anne's parents and friends give her birthday gifts they think she will enjoy.  What can we
learn about Anne from these birthday gifts?

SAMPLE 

Do Not Duplicate
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2. How has Hitler's German occupation of Holland affected Anne's life?

3. What serious subject does Mr. Frank begin to discuss with Anne? What happens to force
the Franks into hiding?

SAMPLE 

Do Not Duplicate



4. Who is helping the Franks hide?

5. Where is the secret annexe?  How does Anne describe it?
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Make A 
Predict ion:

Will the Franks
survive their time
in hiding?  What
difficulties will
they endure?

SAMPLE 

Do Not Duplicate



STUDENT GUIDE
Diary Entries dated 14 June, 1942 to 7 November, 1942    Pages 1 - 46

6

Talent Development Secondary Program

Vocabulary List B

gawky (p. 22)
divan (p. 22
*trivial (p. 25)
hypochondria (p. 25)
piqued (adj., p. 25)
monotonous (p. 25)
booty (p. 26)
enthralling (p. 26)
scarlet (p. 27)
obstinate (p. 27)
ludicrous (p. 28)
cardigans (p. 29)
unflattering (p. 29)
*ingenious (p. 30)
surreptitiously (p. 30)
reprimands (n., p. 31)
stoutly (p. 31)

*lenient (p. 31)
retiring (adj., p. 31)
detest (p. 31)
minute (adj., p. 32)
bickering (n., p. 32)
barbarism (p. 32)
gibes (p. 33)
jeers (p. 33)
modesty (p. 33)
unassuming (p. 33)
disposition (p. 34)
*involuntarily (p. 34)
seclusion (p. 35)
urchins (p. 36)
respectively (p. 37)
correspondence (p. 37)
shorthand (p. 37)

dismal (p. 38)
cubicle (p. 38)
accommodation (p.

38)
sabotage (n., p. 39)
prominent (p. 39)
vile (p. 40)
*vague (p. 41)
fascist  (p. 42)
pious (p. 43)
herald (v., p. 43)
retain (p. 45)
remnant (p. 45)
skipper (p. 45)
misinterpret (p. 46)

Special Glossary

Maastricht - a town on the western border of Belgium

lumbago - aching in the lower part of the back

waxed - increased

waned - decreased

Zeeland - a province in the southwestern Netherlands

fishwife - implies a lower-class woman 

row - (mostly British; rhymes with “cow”) a quarrel; a noisy argu-
ment 

W.C. - (British; from “water closet”) restroom; toilet

quicksilver - an old name for mercury (implies a lively, energetic
character)

Gestapo -  Nazi secret police organization 

Goethe - German poet and playwright (1749 - 1832)

Schiller - German playwright (1759 - 1805)

ne'er-do-well - a person who never does anything worthwhile

SAMPLE 

Do Not Duplicate
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES

Section II. Read pages 22-46 (Friday, 14 August, 1942 through Saturday, 7 November, 1942).
Discuss the answers to the following questions with a classmate, then write your answers inde-
pendently.

1. How do the Franks throw the Gestapo off their trail?

2. Anne had hoped that the Van Daans would be good company for the Franks. How would
you describe their relationship?  

SAMPLE 

Do Not Duplicate



3. Use the graphic organizer below to describe Anne's relationships with her family mem-
bers. List two or three characteristics of Anne's relationship with each person in her fam-
ily on the lines provided in the ovals.
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Anne

Mrs. FrankMargot

Mr. Frank

4. Why is Mr. Van Daan so angry when Peter whistles loudly? What does the whistling reveal
about Peter?

SAMPLE 

Do Not Duplicate



5. What are some ways the residents of the attic fear they will be discovered? 
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Make A 
Predict ion:

As the residents
spend long, anxious
months together in
the tiny annexe, how
will their relation-
ships change? 

SAMPLE 

Do Not Duplicate
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Literature-Related Writing

1. When the Franks went into hiding, they had no idea how long
they would be in the annexe.  Can you predict what difficulties
(both physical and emotional) they will face in hiding?  Write a
short essay detailing your predictions, or a poem that tells how
being in hiding would make you feel.

2. Begin a timeline, starting with this Partner Discussion Guide,
that shows the historical events of World War II and Hitler's oc-
cupation of the Netherlands and other European countries.

3. Begin a journal in which you will write for the duration of your
study of this book.

4. Make a list of favorite things you would take with you into hid-
ing.

Extension Activities

1. Use Anne's descriptions to draw the annexe.

2. As a class, try being completely silent for ten minutes to help
imagine what the residents of the annexe had to endure for
long periods of time.

SAMPLE 

Do Not Duplicate
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