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Student Team Literature 
Standardized Reading Practice Test 

 
Tuck Everlasting 

(Farrar, Straus and Giroux 1985) 
 

 
 

 
DIRECTIONS 
Choose the word that means the same, or about 
the same, as the underlined word.  Circle the 
letter for the answer you have chosen. 
 

SAMPLE A 

If something is forbidding it is -  
A expensive; costly 
B threatening; dangerous 
C small; hard to see 
D pretty; attractive 

 
 
1. To conceal something means to -  

A repair it 
B break it  
C take it with you 
D hide it 

 
2. If something is accessible it is -  

F easy to approach or enter 
G easy to afford 
H hard to operate 
J hard to see  

 
3. If you are exasperated you are - 

A exhausted or tired 
B no longer a member of a group 
C depressed or sad 
D very irritated or annoyed 

 
4. Sternly is the same as -  

F harshly 
G loudly 
H quickly 
J calmly 

5. Someone who is hysterical is -  
A male  
B overweight 
C emotional 
D athletic 

 
6. Peculiar means -  

F afraid 
G strange 
H unhappy 
J joyful 

 
7. Submission means  

A obedience 
B intelligence 
C smallness 
D patriotism 

 
8. Earnestly is the same as -  

F secretly; quietly 
G rudely; disrespectfully 
H quickly; rapidly 
J seriously; sincerely  

 
9. If something is fatal it is -  

A deadly 
B fun 
C expensive 
D small  

 
10. Fleeting is the same as  

F short-lived 
G cheap 
H pale 
J sloppy 

 
 

 

Reading Vocabulary 
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DIRECTIONS 
Read the sentence in the box, then choose the 
answer in which the underlined word is used 
in the same way. Circle the letter for the 
answer you have chosen. 
 
SAMPLE B 

“Well, now,” he said in a light voice. “Out 
for fireflies, are you?” 

 

In which sentence does the word light mean 
the same thing as in the sentence above? 
A John opened the shades so the room filled 

with light. 
B Liza painted her room a light shade of 

yellow. 
C My grandmother tried to light the fire in 

the wood stove. 
D He preferred light reading such as 

comedies to more serious books. 
 
 
11 
Winnie had grown up with order. The 
cottage where she lived was always 
squeaking clean, mopped and swept and 
scoured into limp submission.  

In which sentence does the word order mean 
the same thing as in the sentence above? 
A When the waitress lost our order, we had 

to wait another half hour for our food.  
B Maggie’s dad, who had been in the army, 

liked to order the children around like 
soldiers.  

C Jesse’s desk was always a picture of 
order, with work arranged in neat piles. 

D My supervisor got to order new furniture 
for everyone in the office.  

 
12 

“They work at what jobs they can get,” Mae 
said. “Jesse, he does what strikes him at the 
moment, working in the fields, or in saloons, 
things like that, whatever he comes across.” 

In which sentence does the word strikes 
mean the same thing as in the sentence 
above? 

F When the teachers went on a series of 
strikes, schools were closed for several 
weeks.  

G After three strikes, Joe lost his turn at bat 
and returned to the dugout. 

H Mary Jo, a real free spirit, does whatever 
strikes her fancy.  

J To start a fire, Jacob layers paper, twigs, 
and larger sticks in a pile and then strikes 
a match. 

 
13 
But the explanation, once they had 
stumbled to the banks of the stream, came 
hard.  No one knew how to begin.  

In which sentence does the word banks 
mean the same thing as in the sentence 
above? 
A David picked up the smooth rocks along 

the banks of the pond.  
B Josie’s grandmother, who didn’t trust 

banks, kept her money in a hatbox in her 
closet. 

C As he approaches the airport, the pilot 
banks to the right and prepares to land. 

D Before leaving the campsite, he banks the 
fire to prevent it from spreading.   

 
14 

Outside, in the ring of trees around the pond, 
the birds were celebrating, giving the new 
day a brass band’s worth of greeting.  

In which sentence does the word ring mean 
the same thing as in the sentence above? 
F When he heard the telephone ring, 

Santiago jumped off the couch to answer 
it. 

G On my sixteenth birthday, my father gave 
me a silver ring. 

H The children formed a ring and held hands 
to play “Ring Around the Rosy.”  

J The boxers stepped into the ring to begin 
their championship fight.  
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DIRECTIONS 
As you read each sentence, use the other 
words in the sentence to help you figure out 
what the underlined word means.  Circle the 
letter for the answer you have chosen. 
 
SAMPLE C 
“After all,” he added, looking round at 
the cluttered room, “it would mean you 
could afford to live like people again, 
instead of pigs.”  Cluttered means-- 

A expensive 
B messy 
C well-organized 
D brightly  lit 

 
 
15  “Please don’t cry, child!” she implored.  

“We’re not bad people, truly we’re not.”  
Implored means-- 

 A yelled 
 B laughed 
 C shrieked 
 D begged 
 
16  The melody faltered. Another few widely 

spaced notes plinked, and then it 
stopped.          Faltered means --  

 F sped up 
 G    wavered 
 H marched quickly 
 J lay down 
 

17  It was unbelievable that she should be 
kidnapped, and stuck in this place; it 
was an outrage.         Outrage means -  

 A shameful wrong 
 B honored position 
 C expected event 
 D beautiful gift 
 
18 They gathered around Winnie like 

children at their mother’s knee, each 
trying to claim her attention, and 
sometimes they all talked at once, and 
interrupted each other, in their 
eagerness.   
Eagerness means --  

 F attractiveness 
 G desire; impatience 
 H unhappiness 
 J brilliance 
 
19 They had seized her at once, flinging the 

gate open and swooping down on her, 
her mother weeping, her father 
speechless, hugging her to him.       
Seized means -- 

 A rejected 
 B ignored 
 C bathed 
 D grabbed 
 
20 Another crush of thunder muffled Jesse’s 

bursting, exultant laugh. Mae was free.   
Exultant means --  

 F peaceful 
 G rejoicing 
 H frantic 
 J anxious 
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DIRECTIONS 
Read each passage, then read each question about the passage.  Decide which is the best answer to 
the question.  Circle the letter for the answer you have chosen. 
 
 
SAMPLE 
 
     Mae brushed her gray-brown hair and wound it into a bun at the back of her neck. She did 
this quickly and skillfully without a single glance in the mirror. Mae Tuck didn’t need a mirror, 
though she had one propped up on the washstand. She knew very well what she would see in it; 
her reflection had long since ceased to interest her. For Mae Tuck, and her husband, and Miles 
and Jesse, too, had all looked exactly the same for eighty-seven years.  
 
 
1  Mae Tuck is unusual because   
 A she hasn’t aged in eighty-seven years. 
 B she is eighty-seven years old. 
 C she doesn’t know what she looks like. 

D she fixes her hair without using  a 
mirror. 

 

2  Which of the following can we conclude? 
F This story is based on a newspaper 

article. 
 G This story will have a happy ending. 
 H This story is a fantasy. 

J     Mae and her children are normal in 
every way.  

 
 

Reading Comprehension 
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CHAPTER 6 
      “Lift the poor child down,” Mae Tuck gasped, her chest heaving. “We’ll go catch our breath by 
the water and try to put things straight before we go on.” 
     But the explanation, once they had stumbled to the banks of the stream, came hard. Mae 
seemed embarrassed, and Miles and Jesse Tuck  fidgeted, glancing at their mother uneasily. No 
one knew how to begin. For her part, Winnie, now that the running was over, began to comprehend 
what was happening and with the comprehension her throat closed and her mouth went dry as 
paper. This was no vision. This was real. Strangers were taking her away; they might do anything; 
she might never see her mother again. And then, thinking of her mother, she saw herself as small, 
weak, and helpless, and she began to cry, suddenly, crushed as much by outrage as by shock. 
     Mae Tuck’s round face wrinkled in dismay. “Dear Lord, don’t cry! Please don’t cry, child!” she 
implored.  “We’re not bad people, truly we’re not. We had to bring you away—you’ll see why in a 
minute—and we’ll take you back just as soon as we can. Tomorrow, I promise.” 
    When Mae said, “Tomorrow,” Winnie’s sobs turned to wails. Tomorrow! It was like being told she 
would be kept away forever. She wanted to go home now, at once, rush back to the safety of the 
fence and her mother’s voice from the window. Mae reached out to her, but she twisted away, her 
hands over her face, and gave herself up to weeping.   
     “This is awful!” said Jesse. “Can’t you do something, Ma? The poor little tad.” 
     “We ought to’ve had some better plan than this,” said Miles. 
     “That’s the truth,” said Mae helplessly.  “The dear Lord knows there’s been time enough to 
think of one, and it had to happen sooner or later. We been plain bone lucky it hasn’t before now. 
But I never expected it’d be a child!”  She reached distractedly into the pocket of her skirt and took 
out the music box and, without thinking, twisted the winding key with trembling fingers. 
     When the tinkling little melody began, Winnie’s sobbing slowed. She stood by the stream, her 
hands still over her face, and listened. Yes, it was the same music she had heard the night before. 
Somehow it calmed her.  It was like a ribbon tying her to familiar things.  She thought, “When I get 
home, I’ll tell Granny it wasn’t elf music after all.”  She wiped her face as well as she could with her 
wet hands and turned to Mae. “That’s the music I heard last night,” she managed between 
recovering snuffles. “When I was out in my yard. My granny said it was elves.”  
   “Dear me, no,” said Mae, peering at her hopefully. “It’s only my music box. I didn’t suppose 
anyone could hear it.” She held it out to Winnie.  “Do you want to take a look at it?”  
 

1. Winnie is upset because   
A she is frightened of the elf music. 
B the music comes from a music box, not 

elves. 
C the Tucks have kidnapped her.  
D she and the Tucks are lost in the woods. 

2. How do the Tucks feel about Winnie? 
F They are concerned about her. 
G They think she is overreacting. 
H They don’t care about her feelings. 
J They dislike her.  

3. Why did Mae Tuck reach for her music 
box? 
A She wanted to calm down Winnie. 
B She wasn’t really thinking about it and 

was distracted.  

C She knew Winnie had heard the music 
before. 

D She wanted to teach Winnie a song. 

4. Mae Tuck  
F admits she is a bad person.  
G isn’t worried about Winnie. 
H doesn’t listen to her children. 
J acts motherly towards Winnie. 

5. Jesse and Miles are unhappy because  
A Mae is embarrassed. 
B Winnie is hot and tired. 
C They should have had a better plan than 

kidnapping Winnie. 
D They don’t like the music box. 

 
 GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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6. “It was like a ribbon tying her to familiar 
things” is an example of    

F a flashback. 
G a simile.  
H an exaggeration. 
J    foreshadowing. 

 

7. We can predict that after these events   
A the Tucks will refuse to let Winnie return 

home tomorrow. 
B the Tucks will be cruel to Winnie. 
C Winnie will become more comfortable 

around the Tucks. 
D   Winnie will forget about returning home. 

  
 

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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CHAPTER 14 
     Winnie lay with her eyes wide. She felt cared for and—confused. And all at once she wondered 
what would happen to the Tucks when her father came. What would he do to them? She would 
never be able to explain how they had been with her, how they made her feel. She remembered 
guiltily that at supper she had decided they were criminals. Well, but they were.  And yet… 
    And then a final visitor made her confusion complete. There was a creaking on the loft stairs 
and Jesse was looking down at her, very beautiful and eager in the faint blue moonlight.  “Hey, 
Winnie Foster,” he whispered. “You asleep?” 
     This time she sat up, pulling the quilt around her in sudden embarrassment, and answered, 
“No, not yet.” 
     “Well then, listen.” He knelt beside her, his curls tumbled and his eyes wide. “I been thinking it 
over. Pa’s right about you having to keep the secret. It’s not hard to see why.  But the thing is, you 
knowing about the water already, and living right next to it so’s you could go there any time, well, 
listen, how’d it be if you was to wait till you’re seventeen, same age as me—heck, that’s only six 
years off—and then you could go and drink some, and then you could go away with me! We could 
get married, even. That’d be pretty good, wouldn’t it! We could have a grand old time, go all around 
the world, see everything. Listen, Ma and Pa and Miles, they don’t know how to enjoy it, what we 
got. Why, heck, Winnie, life’s to enjoy yourself, isn’t it? What else is it good for? That’s what I say.  
And you and me, we could have a good time that never, never stopped. Wouldn’t that be 
something?” 
     Once more Winnie adored him, kneeling there beside her in the moonlight. He wasn’t crazy.  
How could he be? He was just—amazing. But she was struck dumb. All she could do was stare at 
him. 
     “You think on it, Winnie Foster,” Jesse whispered earnestly.  “Think on it some and see if it don’t 
sound good. Anyway, I’ll see you in the morning. All right?”  
    “All right,” she managed to whisper in return. He slipped away then, back up the creaking steps, 
but Winnie sat upright, wide awake, her cheeks burning.  She could not deal with this remarkable 
suggestion, she could not “think on it.” For she didn’t know what to believe about anything.  
 
8. How does Winnie now feel about the Tucks?  

F She thinks they are nasty criminals. 
G She thinks they are crazy.  
H She likes them very much. 
J She is afraid of them.  

9. What does Winnie think of Jesse’s offer that 
she can drink the water and marry him? 
A She is sure she will do it. 
B She doesn’t want to go away with him. 
C She doesn’t know what to believe or 

think. 
D She doesn’t want to wait six years. 

10. A good title for this selection would be   
F “Jesse’s Proposal.”  
G “Winnie’s Bedtime Routine.”  
H “A Typical Evening With the Tucks.” 
J “Winnie Learns of the Magic Water.”  

11. How does Jesse feel about living forever? 
A He wishes he got older like normal 

people. 
B He thinks Miles enjoys it more than he 

does. 
C He thinks it is nothing but trouble. 
D He enjoys it.  

 
12. Which of the following is not one of the 

reasons why Jesse wants Winnie to drink 
the water?  
F He wants to poison her. 
G He wants her to join him in living forever. 
H He is lonely for friendship. 
J He thinks he would like to marry her. 

 

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE



 

8              Talent Development Secondary · Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland · 2012              

 
EPILOGUE 

     Slowly, Tuck turned his footsteps toward the cemetery monument. And saw, as he 
approached, that there were other, smaller markers all around it.  A family plot. And then his 
throat closed. For it was there. He had wanted it to be there, but now that he saw it, he was 
overcome with sadness. He knelt and read the inscription: 

In Loving Memory 
Winifred Foster Jackson 

Dear Wife 
Dear Mother  
1870-1948 

 
     “So,” said Tuck to himself.  “Two years. She’s been gone two years.” He stood up and 
looked around, embarrassed, trying to clear the lump from his throat. But there was no one 
to see him. The cemetery was very quiet. In the branches of a willow behind him, a red-
winged blackbird chirped. Tuck wiped his eyes hastily. Then he straightened his jacket again 
and drew up his hand in a brief salute.  “Good girl,” he said aloud. And then he turned and 
left the cemetery, walking quickly. 
     Later, as he and Mae rolled out of Treegap, Mae said softly, without looking at him, “She’s 
gone?” 
     Tuck nodded.  “She’s gone,” he answered. 
     There was a long moment of silence between them, and then Mae said, “Poor Jesse.” 
     “He knowed it, though,” said Tuck.  “At least, he knowed she wasn’t coming. We all 
knowed that, long time ago.”       
 
 
13. Why does Tuck say, “Good girl”? 

A He is glad she got married.  
B He is glad Winnie didn’t drink the 

water and that she lived a normal life. 
C He is glad she never left Treegap. 
D He is glad she has a quiet grave.  

 
14. How does Tuck feel when he sees 

Winnie’s gravestone? 
F sad 
G overjoyed 
H confused 

15. What did Jesse know a long time ago? 
A He knew that Winnie was dead. 
B He knew Winnie had married someone 

else. 
C He knew Winnie didn’t love him. 
D He knew that Winnie wasn’t coming to 

join them. 
 

      J     angry 
 




