
Select ion Review #1

The Cay

Chapters 1 -  4

1. How is the story’s setting related to its plot?  The beginning of The Cay is set on Curaçao,
an island in the Caribbean, where there are large oil refineries. The story takes place during
World War II, and dangerous German U-boats have been destroying ships sailing to and from
Curaçao. The setting is important to the plot, and creates an atmosphere of danger and ten-
sion. The island becomes a dangerous place because its oil is important for the war effort.

2. Explain how and why Phillip changes the way he feels about war.  Phillip is curious and
excited when he hears that German U-boats are off the coast of Curaçao. Phillip has heard a
lot about war and finds it “terribly exciting” that war has come so near his home. Phillip starts
to become frightened when an army officer warns him that he could be killed by a torpedo.
All of Phillip’s excitement about war leaves when he sees an oil tanker completely destroyed
by a German U-boat. Phillip finally realizes that war leads to “destruction and death.”

3. Why are Phillip’s parents unhappy?  Mrs. Enright, Phillip’s mother, has never been happy
living on the island. Phillip’s father brought his family to Curaçao so he could help in the war
effort. Now that the war has come so close, Mrs. Enright is unhappier than ever and very
nervous. Also, Mr. Enright is overworked and spends little time at home. This has strained
the Enrights’ marriage, and Mr. and Mrs. Enright do not speak to one another much.

4. Why does Phillip leave Curaçao? How does he feel about this change?  Phillip’s mother
decides that it is too dangerous to continue living on Curaçao and makes plans to return to
Virginia with Phillip. Phillip is upset about his mother’s decision. He does not want to leave
his father, home, and friends in Curaçao.

5. Tell what Timothy is like.  Timothy is huge, old, and black. He speaks Calypso and is very
strong. Timothy is kind, but firm, with Phillip. Timothy grew up without parents, has only a first
name, and doesn’t know where he was born.

6. Describe Phillip’s relationship with Timothy.  Phillip doesn’t like Timothy. He thinks Timothy
is stubborn, and is angry that Timothy won’t let him drink more water. Phillip agrees with his
mother who says that black people are very different from white people. Phillip’s anger toward
Timothy increases when he realizes he is blind. Although Phillip feels this way, Timothy has, in
fact, saved his life. He rescued Phillip when he fell into the water and has been careful to protect
their food and water supply. Timothy is patient and kind toward Phillip. The way Timothy and
Phillip address one another shows how different they are. Phillip does not respect Timothy
enough to call him “mister.” As a black man, Timothy is so used to serving whites that he
feels he must address Phillip as “boss.”
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Select ion Review #2

The Cay

Chapters 5 -  12

1. Using a T-chart like the one below, contrast Phillip’s old attitude toward Timothy with
his new attitude. Possible answers are listed.

2. Explain why Phillip changes his attitude toward Timothy. Phillip finally stops looking at
everything from his point of view and realizes how much Timothy does for him. Phillip sud-
denly realizes this as he thinks about the rope that Timothy is making to help him move
around the island.  

3. How is Phillip becoming more independent? Why is this  important? Timothy makes
Phillip a rope that he can follow to get safely to the beach or to light the signal fire on his
own. He also makes Phillip a cane, which Phillip uses to explore the small island. In addition,
Timothy is forcing Phillip to do more work. This is important because Timothy is an old man
and worries that he will not always be able to take care of Phillip. Timothy wants Phillip to be
able to take care of himself.

4. What is foreshadowing? What is foreshadowed in these chapters? Foreshadowing occurs
in a story when the author gives clues about events yet to come. Timothy’s death is foresha-
dowed in these chapters. Phillip says that Timothy is teaching him to be independent in case
Timothy dies and Phillip must take care of himself. When Timothy’ is sick and his fever breaks,
Phillip says Timothy “never really regained his strength.” This hints that Timothy may not sur-
vive his stay on the island.
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Phillip’s Old Attitude Toward Timothy

Doesn’t like Timothy’s blackness

Is angered by Timothy’s decisions

Thinks of Timothy as an enemy

Considers Timothy “stupid”

Phillip’s New Attitude Toward Timothy

No longer senses a difference between
black and white

Realizes that Timothy is working for
him, not against him

Wants to be Timothy’s friend

Begins to respect Timothy

continued...
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5. How does Timothy plan to signal for help? Timothy plans to keep a small fire always burn-
ing near the hut. He has also created a pile of wood and plants at the highest place on the
island. With Phillip’s help, he has written the word “help” in the sand near this place. When-
ever they hear the drone of an airplane, Timothy plans to start a large fire on the hill with the
small fire near the hut. The large fire will catch the attention of the people in the plane, who
will be drawn to the spot and read the message.

6. Why must Phillip save Timothy? Timothy throws himself into the sea when he is sick with a
fever. Phillip must pull him out of the water to keep him from drowning.



Select ion Review #3

The Cay

Chapters 13 -  19

1. Why does Phillip feel so satisfied after climbing the palm tree?  Timothy has wanted Phillip
to climb the palm tree to get coconuts for a long time. It is an important step in Phillip’s inde-
pendence to climb the palm tree. He has to overcome his fear and work with his disability to
accomplish the task. Phillip gains a great sense of accomplishment when he retrieves the
coconuts and feels that he has finally graduated from Timothy’s “survival course.”  

2. How is Phillip able to survive the hurricane, and then, to live on his own after Timothy dies?
Timothy knew since he and Phillip arrived on the cay that they might experience a hurricane.
All along he has made plans that might keep them safe if a hurricane arrived. For example, he
built the hut on the highest part of the cay to try to prevent flooding. He made Phillip’s guide-
line to the beach out of vines instead of rope, with the hope that it could outlast a storm.
Another reason Phillip survives the hurricane is that Timothy protects Phillip during the worst
part of the storm. Later, Phillip is able to live on his own because Timothy has taught him how
to live independently. Phillip knows how to get his own food, and he knows how to keep the
signal fire burning. 

3. Why does Phillip decide that he must change the signal fire? How does he do it? Timothy
had been burning palm fronds, which make a white signal fire. Phillip realizes this fire might be
difficult for an aircraft to see because it blends in with the white clouds in the sky. Phillip knows
that burning oil makes a black fire. He begins burning oily sea grapes to make a black fire.

4. How is life different for Phillip when he returns to Curaçao? Phillip no longer enjoys playing
with his friend Henrik. Because of Phillip’s experience on the cay, he has grown up in many
ways. Henrik has not changed as much as Phillip has. Phillip is no longer interested in children’s
play. Also, Phillip likes to spend time near St. Anna Bay and in the market. This is where many
blacks live and work in Curaçao, and they remind him of Timothy.

5. Describe one important theme in The Cay. One theme is about racial prejudice. The theme is
that a person should not judge another by the color of his or her skin.  One reason Phillip does
not like Timothy at first is because his skin is black. Later in the story, Philip sees no differences
between blacks and whites. The Cay also shows the importance of friendship and cooperation.
Timothy teaches Phillip the value of friendship, and he and Phillip accomplish much more as
they work together than if they had worked alone. Because Timothy passes his knowledge
and skills on to Phillip, Phillip is able to survive after Timothy’s death.
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Literature Test  #1

The Cay

Chapters 1 - 4 

1. Describe the setting at the beginning of the story. How does the setting relate to the story’s
plot?

2. Why doesn’t Mr. Enright want his wife and son to leave Curaçao?

continued...

N a m e :
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3. Describe Timothy and his relationship to Phillip.

4. How does Phillip react when he discovers he is blind? Do you think his blindness will affect
his relationship with Timothy? Explain your answers.
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Literature Test  #2

The Cay

Chapters 5 - 12

1. How does Timothy hope to be rescued? 

2. Why does Timothy want Phillip to learn to take care of himself on the island? How does he
prepare Phillip to do this?

continued...

N a m e :
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3. Describe how Phillip’s attitude towards Timothy has changed. Then, state why it has changed.

4. Describe the foreshadowing in this section of the story. 
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Literature Test  #3

The Cay

Chapters 13 - 19 

1. Why is Phillip able to survive by himself on the cay? 

2. Explain how Phillip is finally rescued.

continued...

N a m e :
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3. What has Phillip learned from his experience on the cay with Timothy? 

4. If you were Phillip, what do you think you would want to remember most about your time on
the cay? Explain your  answer.
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Vocabular y  Test  #1

The Cay

Chapters 1 - 4

WRITE SENTENCES FOR THE FOLLOWING WORDS:

N a m e :

massive disheartened remote

gravely wiry deftly
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N a m e :
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Vocabular y  Test  #2

The Cay

Chapters 5 - 12

WRITE SENTENCES FOR THE FOLLOWING WORDS:

faintly fret vaguely

doused superior conniving

heartily abruptly



Vocabular y  Test  #3

The Cay

Chapters 13 - 19

WRITE SENTENCES FOR THE FOLLOWING WORDS:

N a m e :

treacherous sparingly gingerly

soothing erect meekly

hoarsely
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