
Select ion Review #1

Number the Stars

Chapters 1-4

1. Why are Annemarie and Ellen fearful of the German soldiers at the beginning of the
story? When does their fear increase?  German soldiers occupy the country of Denmark
where Annemarie and Ellen live. The soldiers are a common sight and have been in the
country for three years. The girls fear the soldiers because they carry guns and are not
friendly. The girls’ fear of the soldiers increases when the Germans begin to make Jewish
people leave their homes. 

2. How has the German occupation changed the way of life of people in Copenhagen?
The people are no longer free because the German army has taken over their country. They
live in fear and have created a secret newspaper to bring news and tell their ideas to one
another. Some types of food are no longer available. Tivoli Gardens, a special entertainment
center for people in Copenhagen, has been closed. The people in Copenhagen have a curfew
and must keep their homes dark at night. 

3. According to Annemarie, how are fairy tales different from real life? Do you agree or
disagree with her opinion?  According to Annemarie, fairy tales always have happy endings,
while real life does not. In fairy tales, people are often called upon to show great courage,
even to the point of being willing to die for another person. Annemarie thinks this kind of
bravery only happens in stories, not real life. You may agree or disagree with this opinion,
but all opinions should be supported.

4. What is being foreshadowed about the character Annemarie? Give an example from the
story to support your answer. Annemarie is going to be called upon to be brave and do some-
thing dangerous later in the story. This is foreshadowed when Annemarie comforts herself
with the thought that, in real life, people are not asked to be so brave as to be willing to die
for another person. Readers know better than Annemarie how serious her situation is. We
also know that many Jewish people will be killed by the Nazis and that some people will be
willing to risk their lives to help protect them. We know that in real life sometimes people do
give up their lives for others.
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5. Why isn’t Mrs. Johansen always honest with her daughter Kirsti? Give examples. Mrs.
Johansen lied to Kirsti earlier in the year when she told Kirsti that the explosions she
heard one night were fireworks. They were actually explosions set off by the Danish to de-
stroy their own ships so that the Germans could not use them in the war. Mrs. Johansen
also tells Kirsti that Ellen was staying with the family because her parents were “called
away to visit some relatives.” Actually both Ellen and her parents are hiding to protect
themselves from the Nazis. Mrs. Johansen lies to Kirsti because she is young and the truth
would be too frightening to her. Mrs. Johansen is trying to protect her daughter. She also
doesn’t want Kirsti to accidentally reveal information that might put others in danger.

6. Why is Ellen living with the Johansens? Ellen comes to live with the Johansens because
she is Jewish, and the Germans have plans to “relocate” all the Jews in Denmark. Ellen is
living with the Johansens, pretending to be their daughter, to avoid being captured by the
Nazis. Many of the Danish Jews are being hidden from the Nazis; Ellen’s parents are
hiding in another location.
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Select ion Review #2

Number the Stars

Chapters 5-9

1. Why do German soldiers come to the Johansens’ apartment in the middle of the night?
Why are they suspicious of Ellen?  The German soldiers go to the Johansens’ apartment
because they are trying to find the Rosens, Ellen’s family. The soldiers are suspicious of Ellen
because her hair is dark, while the other Johansen girls have blond hair.

2. Why do the Johansens go to visit Uncle Henrik? After the soldiers’ visit, the Johansens de-
cide that Ellen is not safe in their home. They decide to move her to Henrik’s home where
she will be safer.

3. Give two examples from these chapters of people speaking in code. Why do they speak
this way? Mr. Johansen spoke to Uncle Henrik in code when he said he was bringing him a
carton of cigarettes. Actually, he meant he was bringing a Jewish person to his home. Uncle
Henrik speaks in code when he tells Mrs. Johansen, “Tomorrow will be a day for fishing.”
Annemarie knows this must be a code because fisherman go fishing every day, no matter
what the weather is like.

People speak in code because they do not want the German soldiers to understand what
they are talking about. The people are hiding Jews, which is a dangerous activity. The Ger-
man soldiers would arrest them, maybe even kill them, if they knew they were helping the
Jews to escape.

4. In what ways is Great-aunt Birte’s funeral strange? There are many strange things about
the funeral. What is in the casket is a mystery because there is no such person as Great-aunt
Birte. People that Annemarie does not know have arrived for the funeral. They don’t cry or
talk about the person who died. They don’t bring food to share as people usually do when
visiting a family that has lost a loved one.

5. How does Annemarie become like an adult in these chapters? Annemarie becomes like an
adult when Uncle Henrik shares a secret with her that only the adults know. He tells her that
she is right about the casket: it does not hold the body of Great-aunt Birte. Annemarie acts as
an adult when she decides not to tell her best friend Ellen what she knows about the casket.
She does this to protect Ellen, just as her mother and Uncle Henrik have been protecting all
the children.
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Select ion Review #3

Number the Stars

Chapters 10-13

1. In what sense have Ellen and Peter entered “different worlds”? Ellen seems to move into a
“different world” when she is reunited with her parents. She is no longer Annemarie’s light-
hearted friend. She is serious-minded and concerned for her family and their future. Peter
has also moved into another “world,” the “world of adults.” Like Ellen, he is no longer playful
or lighthearted. He is very serious and always at work. He has begun to call Mrs. Johansen by
her first name as if they are equals.

2. Why is the German soldier suspicious about the funeral? How does Mrs. Johansen fool him?
The German soldier is suspicious because the casket is closed, and he knows it is usually
kept open so that people can see the person who died. Mrs. Johansen fools the soldier when
he says he wants to look in the casket. She tells him that the dead person died of a terrible
disease. The soldier does not open the casket because he is afraid of the sickness. 

3. Why do the words in the psalm about “numbering the stars” trouble Annemarie? Annemarie
cannot accept the words of the psalm, which say that God “numbers the stars one by one.”
She feels the sky is too big and the stars are too great for anyone to count them. Annemarie
compares the sky to the ocean and to her world, which are all “too cold and too big.” Anne-
marie feels this way because she is overwhelmed with the cruelty in her world. She probably
wonders if God is great enough to show special care for every person in her troubled world.

4. Events occur during Mrs. Johansen’s journey to and from Uncle Henrik’s boat that add
complications to the story. List these complications. Events in Mrs. Johansen’s journey
that add complications to the story include the following. Mrs. Johansen is late returning home.
Annemarie finds her mother injured and slumped on the ground. Annemarie finds an important
packet that was supposed to be given to Uncle Henrik. Mrs. Johansen tells Annemarie to take
the important packet to Uncle Henrik’s boat immediately.

5. Why does Mrs. Johansen send Annemarie to Uncle Henrik’s boat? Why is the journey a
dangerous one? Annemarie found the packet that Mr. Rosen was supposed to have taken to
Uncle Henrik. Although Annemarie does not know what it is in the packet, she knows that it
is important for the safety of the people on Uncle Henrik’s boat. Mrs. Johansen sends Anne-
marie to the boat, but the trip is dangerous because she could run into German soldiers
along the way.
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Select ion Review #4

Number the Stars

Chapters 14-17 and Af terword

1. What does Annemarie do so that the German soldiers will not be suspicious of her?  Anne-
marie tries to act like Kirsti so the soldiers will not be suspicious of her. Annemarie’s mother
told her to “pretend to be nothing more than a silly little girl” if she ran into German soldiers.
Kirsti has never been afraid of the soldiers because she is too young to realize how dangerous
they are. When Annemarie acts like Kirsti, she does not appear frightened or make the soldiers
think she has something to hide. 

2. How did Danish fishermen use handkerchiefs to save Jewish lives? The Danish fishermen
who smuggled Jews to freedom in Sweden used handkerchiefs treated with a special solution.
The trained German dogs that were used to find people hidden in boats were attracted to the
solution. When the dogs sniffed the solution, however, they lost their sense of smell for a
short time and could not find the people who were hiding. 

3. Why is Annemarie surprised when Uncle Henrik calls her brave? Uncle Henrik tells Anne-
marie that she has been brave because she risked her life to bring the handkerchief to his
boat. Annemarie is surprised that he calls her brave because she knew how frightened she
has been. She did not know that she could be afraid and brave at the same time. 

4. Describe three important themes in Number the Stars. One theme can be stated as “Real-
life heroes exist; they are not just characters in fairy tales.” At first, Annemarie thinks that only
a character in a fairy tale could be brave enough to risk his or her life for another person.
However, many characters in Number the Stars, including Annemarie, risk their lives to help
Jews escape from Denmark. 

“Young people mature when they face hard challenges” is another theme in Number the Stars.
Characters in the novel grow through their experiences. Annemarie begins to feel like her
mother’s equal because of the things she learns and is asked to do. Annemarie also notices
that Peter begins to call Mrs. Johansen by her first name as an adult does. Finally, Annemarie
senses that Ellen enters “a different world” as result of her experiences.
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Another theme is “The human spirit is strong and survives even terrible suffering.” The
characters in the story face many dangers and suffer greatly. Ellen and her family leave
everything and everyone familiar behind them as they leave Denmark. Still, Annemarie
knows they will be all right. Annemarie’s family members learn to go on with their lives,
even after Lise and Peter die. The Danish cannot fight Germany in an all-out war, but they
create the Resistance. This small underground army  fights the Germans in small, but
effective, ways.

Other themes relate to prejudice, injustice, and friendship.

5. What does Lois Lowry want her readers to be reminded of as they read Number the
Stars? Lois Lowry hopes Number the Stars will remind her readers that it is possible for
our world to become a “world of human decency,” a world where people treat one another
properly. This is what many brave Danish people dreamed about and died for.
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Literature Test  #1

Number the Stars

Chapters 1–4

1. Describe the Johansen family. Tell how life has changed for them in recent years.

2. Why are Jews in Copenhagen trying to hide? How is Ellen’s life affected by this?

continued...

N a m e :
57



3. How do you know that Annemarie will have to show courage later in the novel?

4. Explain why Mrs. Johansen lies to Kirsti. Give an example. 
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Literature Test  #2

Number the Stars

Chapters 5-9

1. Why do the Johansens tell the German soldiers that Ellen is their daughter? How does Mr.
Johansen “prove” that she is? 

2. Why does Uncle Henrik sometimes speak in code?

continued...
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3. How does Annemarie know that Great-aunt Birte’s funeral is not an ordinary one?

4. Why does Annemarie begin to feel more like an adult? How does she act more like an adult?
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Literature Test  #3

Number the Stars

Chapters 10-13

1. Why does the German soldier want to open the casket at the funeral? Why doesn’t he do it?

2. Describe the changes that Annemarie notices in her friends Ellen and Peter. 

continued...
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3. What does the phrase “number the stars” mean? Why does Annemarie have trouble under-
standing these words?

4. Why is it important for Annemarie to get to Uncle Henrik’s boat? Why does this require
courage?
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Literature Test  #4

Number the Stars

Chapters 14-17 and Af terword

1. Why don’t the German soldiers whom Annemarie meets on the path become suspicious of
her?

2. Why didn’t Annemarie think she had been brave? 
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N a m e :
63



3. Identify three characters who show bravery in Number the Stars and tell how they are brave. 

4. A coming-of-age novel is one in which characters mature as a result of their experiences. Tell
why Number the Stars is a coming-of-age novel, using examples from the book to support
your answer.
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Vocabular y  Test  #1

Number the Stars

Chapters 1–4

WRITE SENTENCES FOR THE FOLLOWING WORDS:

N a m e :

lingered solemn haughtily

obstinate stern sophisticated

residential dubiously unruly

exasperated
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Vocabular y  Test  #2

Number the Stars

Chapters 5-9

WRITE SENTENCES FOR THE FOLLOWING WORDS:

abruptly reluctantly gesturing

massive urgently gnarled

slightly deftly wryly

dismayed



Vocabular y  Test  #3

Number the Stars

Chapters 10-13

WRITE SENTENCES FOR THE FOLLOWING WORDS:

N a m e :

recurring condescending extinguished
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Vocabular y  Test  #4

Number the Stars

Chapters 14-17 and Af terword

WRITE SENTENCES FOR THE FOLLOWING WORDS:

N a m e :

bulky taut prejudiced

harshly vivid temporarily

prolong avoid warily

bleak
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