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Select ion Review #1

Hatchet

Chapters 1 -  5

1. Why is Brian Robeson flying into the Canadian wilderness? What is the terrible Secret that
fills Brian’s thoughts? Brian’s parents have recently divorced. He is flying north to spend the
summer with his father in the oil fields in the Canadian wilderness. However, Brian has a terrible
secret that he has not discussed with anyone. The secret is that his mother is seeing another
man. Brian knows this is her reason for the divorce. He feels angry and bitter toward his mother,
though he realizes that she, too, is hurting.

2. The pilot of the plane shows Brian some of the basics of flying. Why does this turn out to
be important? Brian’s short flying lesson becomes very important because the pilot has a
heart attack during the flight. He dies, and Brian is left alone to handle the airplane.

3. What does Brian do when he sees that the pilot is dead? Why can’t he use the radio to call
for help? Why does he plan to land the plane on a lake? When Brian sees that the pilot is
dead, he panics at first. Then he tries to make sure the plane is flying correctly. Brian does not
see the radio at first or think about using it. Even when he tries to use it, he does not remember
to let go of the mike switch so that he can receive messages. By the time Brian figures out how
to use the radio properly, he has flown too far away from any control tower to use it. Brian
decides to land the plane on a lake because there are no clearings in the forest, and he knows
that he cannot land in the trees. 

4. What happens to Brian in the crash? What immediate problems does he face? How does
he handle them? When the engine stops, Brian knows he must try to land. He sees a lake and
tries to steer toward it. The plane flies low and hits some trees, but finally reaches the lake. It
sinks, and Brian swims to land and falls asleep. When he wakes up, his head hurts a lot. His
whole body is sore. Swarms of mosquitoes and black flies attack him in the morning, and he
can do nothing except try to brush them away. After this, he is terribly thirsty. He goes out on
a log and drinks the lake water where it is fairly clear. 

5. At first, Brian hopes that rescuers will come for him soon. Why? Why does he realize later
that they may not come for a long time? At first Brian hopes for a quick rescue because he
knows the pilot filed a flight plan telling his intended route. However, Brian later realizes that
the plane did not fly in a straight line. It veered to the side and then flew on for several hours
after the pilot died. Brian realizes that he may be hundreds of miles off the path of the flight
plan. Rescuers may not know where to look for him.
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6. Describe the moods of chapters 3 through 5. Explain how the author’s style helps to create
this mood. The mood of chapter 3 is terror and panic. This mood is created partly through the
use of long, run-on sentences. Words and phrases are linked together using commas or
conjunctions like “and” or “but.” A single word or phrase, such as “screaming” or “gonna die,”
is often repeated. The mood in chapters 4 and 5 is calmer, the mood of shock at what has
happened. This mood is created using much shorter sentences and sentence fragments. Some
paragraphs are made of just one or two words. The author again repeats words and phrases
to create the effect he wants.
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Select ion Review #2

Hatchet

Chapters 6 -  10

1. Describe Brian’s shelter. Why does Brian think he has found a good place for his shelter?
Brian’s shelter is in a hollowed-out space under a rock ledge. Three of the sides are closed in
by the rock. Brian makes a wall for the fourth side by weaving large branches together. Brian
thinks this is a good place because it is close to the lake, where he thinks a search plane may
be able to find him. It has a sandy beach in front, and the rock ledge protects him from rain.

2. What kind of food does Brian find at first? What problems does he have? What does he
learn? Brian’s first food is a type of red berries with hard seeds like cherries. Brian gorges
himself on these berries and is very sick afterward. Brian learns to eat only the ripest berries
and to spit out the seeds. The next day he finds raspberries, which are sweeter and easier to
eat. He meets a bear in the raspberry bushes. Brian is first frozen with fear, then runs away
as fast as he can. When he realizes the bear does not want to hurt him, he goes back to pick
more raspberries.

3. How does Brian respond to the porcupine in his shelter? What does he learn from this?
How does the porcupine’s visit eventually turn out for Brian’s good? Brian hears and smells
the porcupine in his shelter in the dark. In his fear, he throws his hatchet at it. The porcupine
slaps Brian with its tail, embedding eight sharp quills in his leg. Brian has to remove the quills
painfully, one by one. Brian learns how fast things can change for the worse. He cries in self-
pity, but then realizes how stupid and pointless it is to feel sorry for himself. The next day, Brian
remembers the shower of sparks produced when his hatchet hit the rock wall. He realizes that
the hatchet can be used to make fire. The porcupine’s visit turns out for his good after all.

4. Explain how Brian learns to make fire. What character traits does he show at this time?
Brian first gathers dry grass and small sticks to catch the sparks produced by his hatchet
against the rock wall. When this does not work, he tears his up twenty-dollar bill. Next he tries
shreds of bark from a birch tree. This seems to work better, especially after Brian cuts the
shreds even finer using his hatchet. However, the sparks still die out. Brian thinks, and realizes
the fire needs air. He blows gently on the nest of sparks and they catch fire. Brian has to be
very patient and very determined to succeed in making fire. He also has to think to figure out
what he is doing wrong.   
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5. Define personification. How does Brian personify the fire? In what ways does the fire
change Brian’s life? Personification means describing something as if it were a human
being. Brian first personifies the fire when he says that the sparks are dying because they
are “starving.” Later, he thinks of the fire as a friend – a very hungry friend, but a good friend.
The fire gives him warmth and protection from wild animals. Its smoke even drives away
mosquitoes. Also, once he has fire, he can make a signal fire. However, the fire also demands
a lot of hard work since Brian has to find wood and feed it constantly.  

6. What food does Brian find in the sand at the beach? What character traits does he show
in handling this situation? Brian finds a nest of seventeen turtle eggs buried in the sand at
the beach. He again has to think carefully and dig to find the nest. After Brian finds the eggs,
he must be brave enough to eat them raw. He is so hungry that he feels like eating them all
at once. However, he shows self-control and stops after eating six eggs. He decided to bury
them in his shelter and only eat one egg each day.
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Select ion Review #3

Hatchet

Chapters 11 -  15

1. What makes Brian think of catching fish for food? What problems does he have? What
does he decide to do? Brian thinks of catching fish for food when he sees a kingfisher eating
a fish it caught. Brian plans to fish with a spear, but the fish are too fast. They dart away before
he can spear them. He decides on a bow and arrows instead. 

2. How did Brian react when the search plane flew away? How did this experience change
him? When the search plane flew away, Brian was very depressed. He knew the searchers
would not try again and might never rescue him. He was so discouraged that he let the fire
die, forgot to eat, and tried to end his life with his hatchet. When he realized what he had done,
Brian decided  his old self had died and a new, tough self was born. He would no longer focus
on being rescued, but on surviving on his own. 

3. List some of the problems Brian had to solve to catch fish. How did he solve them? Brian
made a bow and arrows to shoot fish, but the wood was too stiff. The bow exploded when he
tried it, and the splinters almost blinded him. He made a better bow, but still missed the fish.
Then he realized that water bends light. The fish in the water were a little below where they
appeared. He learned to adjust his aim and hit them.

4. Why did Brian feel that mistakes in the woods were more dangerous than mistakes in the
city? What mistake did he make with the skunk? Brian considered mistakes in the woods
more dangerous because things happened faster and had more serious consequences. Brian
thought the skunk was cute, like a skunk in a cartoon. He did not take it seriously. When he
threw sand at it, he learned that the skunk was dangerous. It sprayed him at close range, and
Brian was blinded for two hours. He knew that if he had lost his eyesight, he would have starved
to death.

5. After the skunk incident, Brian decided to improve his shelter and protect his food. How
did he do this? Brian tore down his wall and built a stronger one with heavier branches. He
wove a door for the opening. He found a high ledge to keep food safe. He cleaned it and made
a door for it, and made a “ladder” from a pine tree to climb up to it. He also made a fish pen
with a gate in the lake, where he could keep a supply of live fish. 

6. Why was it hard for Brian to catch “foolbirds”? What did he learn? The foolbirds blended
into the surroundings so well that Brian did not see them until they flew away, and it was too
late to catch them. He finally learned to look for their special pear-shaped form, and then he
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saw them everywhere. He still could not shoot them, though, because his arrows did not fly
well. He had to approach the foolbirds slowly and then spear them. 

7. How does the author of Hatchet use repetition in this section?  Repetition is repeating
certain words, phrases, or sentences for special effect. In chapter 11 the author repeats the
sentence, “There were these things to do.” This repetition shows the reader how focused Brian
was on “doing things.” Thinking about this was a way for him to avoid becoming depressed.
In chapter 14, the author repeats the word “mistakes.” The author’s purpose here is to show
the mistakes Brian makes and what he learns from them. 

8. How has Brian changed since the crash forty-seven days earlier?  Brian has become thinner
and more tanned. He has become a part of the wilderness: he has learned to listen, look, feel,
and move carefully.  He can sense the presence of an animal nearby, or sense danger before
he sees it. He has learned the valuable lesson that food is everything. He has become very
patient and persistent in meeting goals. Most of all, he has become mentally tough, ready for
almost any challenge.
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Select ion Review #4

Hatchet

Chapters 16 -  19 and Epi logue

1. Two events on the same day suddenly and sharply change Brian's wilderness life. What
are they? How are they similar?  One day a moose attacks Brian and almost drowns him.
Later that night a tornado strikes. It destroys his shelter and almost all his things. These events
both occur suddenly, without any apparent reason. Both of them throw Brian around, leaving
him bruised and battered both physically and emotionally. 

2. Describe the effects of the tornado. Why is Brian not “just the same” after it as he was
after the crash? How has he changed? The tornado destroys Brian’s shelter, puts out his fire,
and scatters his tools. It churns up the lake and breaks the trees. He is again cold, hungry,
hurt, mosquito-bitten, and without shelter, tools, or fire. Still, he is not the same as he was
after the crash. He knows how to rebuild, and is determined to do so. He has tough hope.
The tornado also brings the tail of the plane up out of the lake.

3. Why does Brian want to get into the tail of the plane? What problems does he have? What
mistakes does he make? Brian wants to get into the tail to retrieve the survival pack. To do
this, he first must make a raft without any rope or nails. He weaves together the branches of
bushy treetops. He makes a cord from his windbreaker to tie the raft in place. He cuts away
the alumi-num covering the plane with his hatchet, and drops his hatchet in the water by
mistake. He has to make several difficult dives to retrieve it.

4. Describe the problems Brian faces after he enters the plane. At first Brian does not see the
survival pack when he enters the plane. He eventually finds it down in the water, jammed
under the front seat. He frees the pack, then sees the dead pilot’s skull wobbling in the cabin.
He throws up in the water and almost drowns. After pulling the pack through the narrow hole,
he is almost too tired to push the raft back to camp.

5.  Describe the contents of the survival pack. Which items give Brian “up and down feelings”?
Why? The pack contains a sleeping bag, cap, freeze-dried foods, cookset, matches, lighter,
knife, compass, first-aid kit, fishing kit, rifle, soap, and emergency transmitter. Brian has “up
and down feelings” because he is delighted at the treasures in the pack.  However, two of the
items, the rifle and lighter, make him sad because they remove him from his environment.
To use his hatchet and bow and arrows, he had to understand the forest and be a part of it.
This is not the case with the lighter and the rifle.
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6.  What brings the bush pilot to the lake to rescue Brian? Give several reasons why this is
ironic. The bush pilot comes to rescue Brian in response to the signal of the emergency
transmitter. This is ironic since Brian thought the transmitter was broken. He did not even
realize he had left it on. Secondly, it is ironic that Brian is rescued at a time when he has
learned to survive on his own and is no longer clinging to any hope of rescue. Finally, it is
ironic that the rescue finally occurs after Brian has recovered the survival pack that would
have made his life in the woods fairly easy, at least for a while.

7.  Describe the short-term and long-term changes that occur in Brian’s life as a result of his
wilderness experience. Brian’s experience has long-term physical effects. He gains back
some of the weight he lost, but remains fit and trim for some years. It also permanently
changes his mental habits. He is more observant, and he takes time to think before he reacts.
He is amazed at the amount and choice of food available. He often has pleasant dreams
about the lake. Outward changes in Brian’s life do not last as long. For a few weeks, he is
famous, but this soon dies down. It also seems that his parents may get back together, but
this does not last either. Soon their lives are back to “normal.” 
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Li terature Test  #1

Hatchet

Chapters 1 -  5

1. What is Brian’s terrible Secret? How does he feel about this situation? 

2. Why does Brian have to fly the plane by himself? How does he know what to do? Where does
he want to try to land, and why? 

continued...

N a m e :
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3. How badly is Brian hurt in the crash? What other immediate problems does he face the next
morning?

4. In the Venn diagram below, identify similarities and differences in the mood and style of
chapter 3 compared to chapters 4 and 5. 
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Li terature Test  #2

Hatchet

Chapters 6 -  10

1. Where and how does Brian build his shelter? What is his first source of food after the crash?

2. What first makes Brian think he might be able to make a fire? What problems does he have
in carrying out his plan? How does he finally succeed? 

continued...

N a m e :
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3. Brian has come into close contact with several animals since the crash. Describe two of these
contacts.

4. List at least three valuable character traits that Brian has demonstrated since the crash, giving
examples.  
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Li terature Test  #3

Hatchet

Chapters 11 -  15

1. What happens when a search plane flies overhead, and how does Brian respond? How does
this change him?

2. Cite three costly mistakes Brian makes, and tell why they are dangerous. 

continued...

N a m e :
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3. Give three examples of ways that Brian improves his living conditions.

4. Brian thinks,  "So much of all this, so much of living was patience and thinking." Give several
examples of how patience is essential to Brian's success. 
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Li terature Test  #4

Hatchet

Chapters 16 -  19 and Epi logue

1. In what ways is Brian’s situation after the tornado similar to his situation after the plane crash?
What is different?

2. In the chart shown below, list three problems Brian faces as he tries enter the tail of the plane
to retrieve the survival pack. Tell how he solves each of these problems. 

continued...

N a m e :
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3. Why does the bush pilot come to Brian’s rescue? Give at least one reason why this is ironic.

4. How does Brian’s wilderness experience change his life permanently or at least for a long time?
Give one example of a permanent or a long-term change. Also, tell one way that the experience
changes his life for a short period of time. 
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Vocabular y  Test  #1

Hatchet

Chapters 1 -  5

WRITE MEANINGFUL SENTENCES FOR THE FOLLOWING WORDS:

N a m e :

gratitude visualize viciously

procedure abated extensive

vague hordes asset
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N a m e :
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Vocabular y  Test  #2

Hatchet

Chapters 6 -  10

WRITE MEANINGFUL SENTENCES FOR THE FOLLOWING WORDS:

diminish initial flammable

glistening imbedded gratified

ruefully exasperation regulate
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Vocabular y  Test  #3

Hatchet

Chapters 11 -  15

WRITE MEANINGFUL SENTENCES FOR THE FOLLOWING WORDS:

N a m e :

comprised precise craved

persistent rectify intent

infuriating vital stabilize

impaired
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N a m e :
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Vocabular y  Test  #4

Hatchet

Chapters 16 -  19 and Epi logue

WRITE MEANINGFUL SENTENCES FOR THE FOLLOWING WORDS:

retrieved intact permanent

massive substantial marveling

incessant oblivious ineffective
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