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Student Team Literature 
Standardized Reading Practice Test 

 

Hatchet 
(Puffin Books, 1987) 

 
 
 

 
DIRECTIONS 
Choose the word that means the same, or about 
the same, as the underlined word.  Circle the 
letter for the answer you have chosen. 
 

SAMPLE A 

A procedure is a 
A prong 
B parade 
C visitation 
D method 

 
1. A vague idea is 

A untrue 
B unclear 
C untried 
D unreal 

 
2. To visualize is to 

F make a mental picture 
G feel sorry for yourself 
H make a decision 
J plan a visit 

 
3. Extensive means  

A incessant 
B widespread 
C ineffective 
D permanent 

 
4. When the wind abated, it 

F increased 
G droned 
H diminished 
J howled 

5. Glistening means 
A shining 
B melting 
C slippery 
D freezing 

 
6. To regulate is to 

F infuriate 
G replace 
H control 
J retrieve 

 
7. Something that is precise is 

A persistent 
B intact 
C vital 
D exact 

 
8. When you crave something, you 

F make it from wood 
G want it very badly 
H ignore it 
J stare hard at it 

 
9. Massive means 

A very large 
B very hairy 
C very vicious 
D very small 

 
10. Something substantial is 

F weak and impaired 
G small and unimportant 
H old and permanent 
J important and worthy of notice 

 

Reading Vocabulary 
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DIRECTIONS 
Read the sentence in the box, then choose the 
answer in which the underlined word is used in 
the same way. Circle the letter for the answer 
you have chosen. 
 
SAMPLE B 

When he was behind a tree he stood 
carefully and took stock.  Legs seemed 
all right, but his ribs were hurt bad – he 
could only take short breaths and then he 
had a jabbing pain – and his right 
shoulder seemed to be wrenched 
somehow. 

 

In which sentence does the word stock mean 
the same thing as in the sentence above? 
A   This test will take stock of a student’s skills 

in math. 
B   Among the clown’s stock tricks, juggling is 

the most difficult. 
C   The corner grocery store does not stock as 

many items as the supermarket in the 
mall. 

D   Making money on the stock market can be 
risky if the investor does not seek sound 
advice.  

 
11. 
Then everything happened at once.  Trees 
suddenly took on detail, filled his whole field 
of vision with green, and he knew he would 
hit and die... but his luck held and just as he 
was to hit he came into an open lane, a 
channel of fallen trees, a wide place leading 
to the lake. 

In which sentence does the word channel 
mean the same thing as in the sentence 
above? 
A When my brothers and sisters argue about 

which channel to watch, our parents turn off 
the television. 

B My history teacher asked the principal what 
the proper channel would be to order books. 

C Wayne’s teacher suggests that he channel 
his energy toward studying for the test. 

D The explorers followed a narrow channel 
between the mountains. 

12. 

... he started to go down to the lake again, 
where there were some willows he could cut 
down for braces.  But it struck him that he 
ought to find a good place for the lean-to and 
so he decided to look around first.  

In which sentence does the word braces mean 
the same thing as in the sentence above? 
F Claudia braces her nerves before the recital 

with deep breathing exercises. 
G Without enough braces to hold up the roof, 

the building will collapse. 
H The mule stubbornly braces its legs and 

refuses to budge. 
J Many young teens wear braces to straighten 

their teeth.            

13. 
When he had first started dropping the rocks, 
all the fish had darted away.  But this fish-
trash pile of bones and skin and guts was in 
the pond area and the prospect of food 
brought them back. 

In which sentence does the word prospect 
mean the same thing as in the sentence 
above? 
A Sue has no money, so she is not a good 

prospect as a customer for your candy. 
B The prospect of winning the championship 

made the soccer team practice hard. 
C Large companies own the rights to prospect 

for oil in the Midwest. 
D The balcony offers a great prospect for 

looking out over the entire city. 

14. 

... his body had consumed all extra weight 
and he would remain lean and wiry for 
several years. 

In which sentence does the word lean mean 
the same thing as in the sentence above? 
F If you lean on the glass, it might break. 
G The willow tree began to lean over the stream 

after the heavy rains. 
H As children grow, they lean less and less on 

their parents for support and advice. 
J The greyhound’s lean sleek body makes it a 

fast runner for short distances. 
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DIRECTIONS 
As you read each sentence, use the other words 
in the sentence to help you figure out what the 
underlined word means.  Circle the letter for the 
answer you have chosen. 
 
SAMPLE C 
Brian turned the wheel slightly and the plane 
immediately banked to the right, and when 
he pressed on the right rudder pedal, the 
nose slid across the horizon to the right.    
Banked means-- 

A   jumped 
B   fell 
C   tilted 
D   crashed 

 
15. He had seen the pilot use it, had seen him 

depress the switch at his belt, so Brian 
pushed the switch in and blew into the 
mike.      To depress means-- 

 A to attach 
 B to detach 
 C to pull out 
 D to press down 
 

16. With his mind opened and thoughts 
happening it all tried to come in with a 
rush, all of what had occurred and he 
could not take it.  The whole thing turned 
into a confused jumble that made no 
sense.       Jumble means --  

 F muddle 
 G    coma 
 H camouflage 
 J mesh 
 

17.  He made it to the shelter just as the 
clouds completely opened and the rain 
roared down in sheets.  Soon the sand 
outside was drenched and there were 
rivulets running down to the lake.  
Drenched means --  

 A pulverized 
 B soaked 
 C parched 
 D weathered 
 
18. He had to be sure to try and sleep in short 

intervals so he could keep the fire going...   
Intervals means --  

 F seasons 
 G nights 
 H comas 
 J periods 
 
19. The hunger, always there, had been 

somewhat dormant when there was 
nothing to eat but with the eggs came the 
scream to eat.        Dormant means -- 

 A active 
 B inactive 
 C present 
 D painful 
 
20. But something caught his ear or nose, and 

he began to turn and had his head half 
around, when he saw a brown wall of fur 
detach itself from the forest to his rear 
and come down on him like a runaway 
truck.        Detach means --  

 F separate 
 G extend 
 H wrench 
 J pitch 
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DIRECTIONS 
Read each passage, then read each question about the passage.  Decide which is the best answer to 
the question.  Circle the letter for the answer you have chosen. 
 
 
SAMPLE 

Chapter 3 
   The plane, committed now to landing, to crashing, fell into the wide place like a stone, and Brian 
eased back on the wheel and braced himself for the crash.  But there was a tiny bit of speed left, 
and when he pulled on the wheel the nose came up and he saw in front the blue of the lake and at 
that instant the plane hit the trees. 
   There was a great wrenching as the wings caught the pines at the side of the clearing and broke 
back, ripping back just outside the main braces.  Dust and dirt blew off the floor into his face so 
hard he thought there must have been some kind of explosion.  He was momentarily blinded and 
slammed forward in the seat, smashing his head on the wheel.   
   Then a wild crashing sound, ripping of metal, and the plane rolled to the right and blew 
through the trees, out over the water and down, down to slam into the lake, skip once on the 
water as hard as concrete, water that tore the windshield out and shattered the side windows, 
water that drove him back into the seat. 

1.  Which of the following is the best title for 
this selection? 

 A “How to Land an Airplane” 
 B “Panic at High Altitudes” 
 C “A Terrifying Landing” 
 D “The Fatal Crash” 
 

2.  In paragraph 3, the author creates a sense 
of panic by using short, harsh words and 
phrases connected with commas to form 
one long sentence. Using word choice and 
sentence structure to create a particular 
mood or feeling is also called 

 F exposition. 
 G irony. 
 H flashback. 
       J     style. 

 

Reading Comprehension 
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Chapter 4 

   It took an hour, perhaps two – [Brian] could not measure time yet and didn’t care – for the sun to 
get halfway up.  With it came some warmth, small bits of it at first, and with the heat came clouds 
of insects – thick, swarming hordes of mosquitos that flocked to his body, made a living coat on 
his exposed skin, clogged his nostrils when he inhaled, poured into his mouth when he opened it 
to take a breath. 
   It was not possibly believable.  Not this.  He had come through the crash, but the insects were 
not possible.  He coughed them up, spat them out, sneezed them out, closed his eyes and kept 
brushing his face, slapping and crushing them by the dozens, by the hundreds.  But as soon as he 
cleared a place, as soon as he killed them, more came, thick, whining, buzzing masses of them.  
Mosquitos and some small black flies he had never seen before.  All biting, chewing, taking from him. 
   In moments his eyes were swollen shut and his face puffy and round to match his battered 
forehead.  He pulled the torn pieces of his windbreaker over his head and tried to shelter in it, but 
the jacket was full of rips and it didn’t work.  In desperation he pulled his T-shirt up to cover his 
face, but that exposed the skin of his lower back and the mosquitos and flies attacked the new 
soft flesh of his back so viciously that he pulled the shirt down. 
   In the end he sat with the windbreaker pulled up, brushed with his hands and took it, almost 
crying with frustration and agony.  There was nothing left to do.  And when the sun was fully up and 
heating him directly, bringing steam off of his wet clothes and bathing him with warmth, the 
mosquitos and flies disappeared.  Almost that suddenly.  One minute he was sitting in the middle 
of a swarm; the next they were gone and the sun was on him. 
   Vampires, he thought.  Apparently they didn’t like the deep of night, perhaps because it was too 
cool, and they couldn’t take the direct sunlight.  But in that gray time in the morning, when it began 
to get warm and before the sun was full up and hot – he couldn’t believe them.  Never in all the 
reading, in the movies he had watched on television about the outdoors, never once had they 
mentioned the mosquitos or flies.  All they ever showed on the naturalist shows was beautiful scenery 
or animals jumping around having a good time.  Nobody ever mentioned mosquitos and flies. 

1. From this passage, you can conclude 
that the insects  
A bite through clothing. 
B swarm all day. 
C are few in number. 
D swarm only at sunrise. 

 
2. Which of the following best describes 

Brian’s feelings? 
F mean and vicious. 
G angry and frustrated. 
H cold and tired. 
J warm and secure. 

 
3. Which of the following is not a result of 

the rising sun? 
A Swarms of insects appear in a cloud. 
B Brian can now tell time. 
C Brian feels warmth. 
D Brian’s wet clothes give off steam.  

4. According to this passage, the insects 
do not like 
F hot, direct sunlight. 
G the gray of morning. 
H swarming and biting. 
J new soft flesh. 

 
5. From this passage you can predict that 

A Brian will not recover from the many 
bites. 

B Brian will never again see the 
mosquitos and flies. 

C the mosquitos and flies will return at 
night. 

D none of the above. 
 

 
 

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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6. The graphic organizer below shows a cause. Which item fits best in the space marked  
“effect”? 
F Clouds of insects swarm around Brian. 
G The heat of the sun drives the insects away. 
H Brian’s forehead is battered and swollen. 
J Brian’s windbreaker is too torn to protect him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  The graphic organizer below shows a reaction.  Which item best fits in the space marked 

“event”? 
A Brian’s T-shirt does not protect his head. 
B The insects bite through Brian’s T-shirt. 
C The insects attack Brian’s uncovered back. 
D Brian could not see with his T-shirt covering his head. 
 

CAUSE 
EFFECT 

The sun rises halfway 
and brings some 
warmth. 

REACTION 

Brian pulls his T-
shirt back down. 

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE

EVENT 
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Chapter 13 

      The wolf watched him for another time, another part of his life, then it turned and walked 
effortlessly up the hill and as it came out of the brush, it was followed by three other wolves, all 
equally large and gray and beautiful, all looking down on him as they trotted past and away and 
Brian nodded to each of them.  
   He was not the same now – the Brian that stood and watched the wolves move away and 
nodded to them was completely changed.  Time had come, time that he measured but didn’t care 
about; time that had come into his life and moved out and left him different. 
   In measured time forty-seven days had passed since the crash. Forty-two days, he thought, since 
he had died and been born as the new Brian. 
   When the [search] plane had come and gone it had put him down, gutted him and dropped 
him and left him with nothing.  The rest of that first day he had gone down and down until dark.  
He had let the fire go out, had forgotten to eat even an egg, had let his brain take him down to 
where he was done, where he wanted to be done and done. 
   To where he wanted to die.  He had settled into the gray funk deeper and still deeper until, 
finally, in the dark, he had gone up on the ridge and taken the hatchet and tried to end it by 
cutting himself. 
   Madness. A hissing madness that took his brain.  There had been nothing for him then and he 
tried to become nothing but the cutting had been hard to do, impossible to do, and he had at last 
fallen to his side, wishing for death, wishing for an end, and slept only didn’t sleep. 
   With his eyes closed and his mind open he lay on the rock through the night, lay and hated and 
wished for it to end...but in the morning he was still there. 
   Still there on his side and the sun came up and when he opened his eyes and saw the cuts on 
his arm, and the dried blood turning black; he saw the blood and hated the blood, hated what he 
had done to himself when he was the old Brian and was weak, and two things came into his mind 
– two true things. 
   He was not the same.  The plane passing changed him, the disappointment cut him down and 
made him new.  He was not the same and would never be again like he had been.  That was one of 
the true things, the new things.  And the other one was that he would not die, he would not let 
death in again. 
   He was new. 
   Of course he had made a lot of mistakes.  He smiled now, walking up the lake shore after the 
wolves were gone, thinking of the early mistakes; the mistakes that came before he realized that 
he had to find new ways to be what he had become. 

8. Paragraphs 4, 5, 6, and 7 of this passage 
are an example of  
F repetition. 
G irony. 
H flash-forward. 
J flashback. 

 
9. Brian felt that he was left with nothing 

when 
A the plane crashed. 
B the search plane went away. 
C the wolves saw him. 
D he climbed the rock. 

 

10. Which of the following best describes 
Brian’s state of mind in the highlighted 
paragraphs?  
F fearful 
G hopeless 
H oblivious 
J tired 

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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11. The T- chart below lists the actions and 
thoughts of the old Brian and the new 
Brian described in this passage. Which of 
the following fits best in the space marked 
2? 
A He nods at each of the wolves. 
B He forgets to eat. 
C He walks along the lake shore. 
D He smiles. 

12. Which of the following items belongs in 
the empty space marked B? 
F He realizes two true things. 
G He closes his eyes on the rock. 
H    He takes the hatchet up on the ridge. 
J     He lets his brain take him down and 

wants to be done.

 
 
 
 

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE

The Old Brian The New Brian 

1. He lets the fire go out.
 

2. ______________________

______________________ 

 
3. He settles into a deep 

funk. 
 

4. He tries to cut himself. 
 

5. He wishes for it to end. 
 

A. He hates what he has 
done to himself. 

B. ______________________

______________________ 

C. He knows he will never be 
the same again. 

 
D. He knows he will not die.  
 
E. He remembers his early 

mistakes. 
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Chapter 19 

   He had only a moment of warning.  There was a tiny drone but as before it didn’t register, then 
suddenly, roaring over his head low and in back of the ridge a bushplane with floats fairly exploded 
into his life. 
   It passed directly over him, very low, tipped a wing sharply over the tail of the crashed plane in the 
lake, cut power, glided down the long part of the L of the lake, then turned and glided back, 
touching the water gently once, twice, and settling with a spray to taxi and stopped with its floats 
gently bumping the beach in front of Brian’s shelter. 
   He had not moved.  He sat with the pot of orange drink still in his hand, staring at the plane, not 
quite understanding it yet; not quite knowing yet that it was over. 
   The pilot cut the engine opened the door, and got out, balanced, and stepped forward on the float 
to hop onto the sand without getting his feet wet.  He was wearing sunglasses and he took them off 
to stare at Brian. 
   “I heard your emergency transmitter – then I saw the plane when I came over . . .” He trailed off, 
cocked his head, studying Brian.  “Damn.  You’re him, aren’t you?  You’re that kid.  They quit looking 
a month ago, no, almost two months ago.  You’re him, aren’t you?  You’re that kid.” 
   Brian was standing now, but still silent, still holding the drink.  His tongue seemed stuck to the 
roof of his mouth and his throat didn’t work right.  He looked at the pilot, and the plane, and down 
at himself – dirty and ragged, burned and lean and tough – he coughed to clear his throat. 
   “My name is Brian Robeson,” he said.  Then he saw that his stew was done, the peach whip 
almost done, and he waved to it with his hand.  “Would you like something to eat?” 

13. Which of the following best describes 
Brian’s feelings as he watches the plane 
land and the pilot jump to the beach? 
A excited 
B upset 
C confused 
D afraid 

14. The pilot’s voice trails off because 
F he does not expect to find a live person. 
G he realizes who Brian is.  
H he is surprised to see a plane sticking 

up out of the lake. 
J he is being offered something to eat.  

 

15. The fact that Brian’s first words to the pilot 
are to offer him something to eat is an 
example of 
A irony. 
B flashback. 
C repetition. 
D exposition. 

 

 
 




